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I suppose it is only natural that you should, 
at this Annual General Meeting—at which office 
bearers for the year to come are elected, when 
you are busy making preparations for your 
future activities—I say it is only natural under 
these conditions that you should cast a few 
stray thoughts on your own private futures. 

And so, surrounded as one is to-day with a 
feeling that this meeting marks the genesis of 
another year in your work—TI hope a very 
successful and profitable one for you all—I have 
selected “ The Future of General Practice” as 
the title of my short address. Indeed, your 
President suggested that a ‘“‘ general discussion ” 
rather than one on a specific disease would be 
more acceptable to you, and as I am credibly 
informed that the majority of you are general 
practitioners I feel that it is not unlikely that 
the subject matter, however indifferently pre- 
sented it may be, will be of interest and perhaps 
of some importance. 

There has been much correspondence in the 
veterinary press concerning what has enigmati- 
cally been described as the “fate” of the 
general practitioner, and I felt very strongly 
that a free, open and frank discussion might do 
something towards alleviating the mental 
strain under which not a few seem to be suffer- 
ing and would perhaps elucidate some points of 
importance which have not so far been 
sufficiently stressed. 

Let me say at once that I do not belong to 





that group of people who believes that general 


practice is on the wane. Such a view is, in my 
opinion, one lacking in perspective and also in 
a correct appreciation of economic facts. That 


such a state of mind is in existence in some 
quarters cannot be doubted, and data pur- 
porting to confirm these opinions have been put 
forward. In large measure this state of mind 
has been brought about by the recent increase 
in the number of new public appointments for 
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the filling of newly created posts. It is due 
also in part to the creation of what has, in my 
submission, been erroneously described as the 
“veterinary advisory service,” and the financial 
crisis through which the country has recently 
passed has not been entirely blameless. 

Fortunately, I have a free hand, and am not 
in any sense biased one way or another. I am 
neither a practitioner nor am I whole- or part- 
time official in the sense in which we are con- 
sidering such posts to-day. This admitted free- 
dom from such trammels need not, and indeed 
does not, prevent me from taking an intelligent 
interest in what has been happening. Such a 
detached position tends to give one a clear out- 
look and renders one better able to judge what 
the outcome of such happenings as I have 
briefly referred to is likely to be. 

In one sense I sympathise with the general 
practitioner. I know he has, in the majority of 
instances, too little time to spare from his daily 
routine to study what I may ¢all the political 
outlook, and he is, therefore, obliged to leave 
the weighty decisions which have to be taken 
for his protection to the governing bodies of the 
profession, namely, the Councils of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, and of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. In other 
words, he must rely on the men whom he, 
and he alone, appoints to carry out these duties. 
I want to make this point quite clear because 
everything depends on the type of man he 
selects to represent him, and type rather than 
the nature of his professional activities should 
be the deciding factor. 

In yet another sense I feel some blame must 
be attached to the practitioner since he is in 
part the cause of what is happening. You 
will, I trust, excuse my*temerity in expressing 
myself so bluntly but these are not times when 
we can afford to overlook our deficiencies. — I 
can lay claim to having had some experience 
of the worries, the drawbacks and the advan- 
tages of general practice as well as those of a 
part-time inspector, for IT was so engaged for 
a period of about 15 years, and I am not there- 
fore entirely ignorant of that phase of the 
question. Since T retired from practice and 
interested myself in research work IT have had 
excellent opportunities of studying my _ col- 
leagues in that and other spheres of profes- 
sional activity. My records tell me that I 
correspond with some 473 veterinary surgeons 
in all parts of the British Isles, the Irish Free 
State and other countries, and I have visited not 
a few of them. The large majority of them are 
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men for whom I hold the greatest respect and 
admiration for they carry on their work in the 
midst of difficulties, sometimes almost insuper- 
uble, with credit to themselves and benefit to 
their patients. Such men possess a wide out- 
look on affairs generally, their professional 
knowledge and their local standing all conspire 
eminently to fit them for the carrying out, 
effectively and efficiently, of their always 
exacting duties. As I say, this category com- 
prises the vast majority of our men. 

It has always been my one regret that it is 
not possible, or appears so, to get more of these 
men to take a greater interest in the conduct of 
our affairs, and that we cannot in some way or 
other persuade more of them to let us have the 
benefit of their immense knowledge and experi- 
ence, 

In view of the fact that there are black sheep 
in every flock, and that our profession is no 
exception to the rule, it is not surprising to 
learn that a few such pigmented examples are 
present among us. I do not, for obvious reasons, 
wish to say too much about this side of the 
question because it is patent to you all, and I 
suppose it would not matter a great deal were 
it not for the fact that our profession is so small 
numerically and our men are so scattered. 
This very fact tends to accentuate and perhaps 
exaggerate in the minds of the general public 
the importance of such men and the tendency is, 
of course, to tar and feather the whole with the 
same utensils as those used for the few. 

I shall not be accused, I hope, of labouring 
this point if I give you one or two examples 
which have come under my notice. 

(1) A Jarge farmer and landowner was 
anxious to rid his herd of Johne’s disease, and 
with this object in view, consulted his veter- 
inary surgeon. I was called in later on and 
there is no doubt that his herd and land were 
badly infected, and I was informed that he was 
steadily losing any profit he was making by the 
annual loss due to deaths. I suggested that he 
should have sought professional assistance 
earlier, and he then told me that the veterinary 
surgeon he was then employing was the fifth 
whose advice he had sought, and that none of 
the others had a single practical suggestion or 
any useful advice to offer. No one suggested 
any method of prevention, and most were keen 
that attempts should be made to cure the 
existing cases, although, on being questioned, 
had to admit that the possibility of cure 
Was remote, One was frankly disinterested, 
informing the farmer that nothing could be 
done. His present advisor is taking the matter 
well in hand, and is, therefore, I am glad to say, 
saving the face of the profession in that district. 

(2) I received a letter last summer from a 
veterinary surgeon which stated, among other 
things, that he had been asked to immunise a 
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dog against distemper. His client had _ in- 
formed him, he added, that there was a new 
method of protection on the market and had 
advised his writing to me as he (the veterinary 
surgeon) Was personally unacquainted with it. 
I will say no more about this case, except that 
the’ veterinary surgeon cannot have read even 
The Veterinary Record for at least four years, 
and his name is not to be found in the list of 
members of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association. 

(3) You all Know what difficulties had to be 
overcome before it was possible to secure for 
the veterinary profession the sole use of the 
distemper products for which my colleague, Dr. 
P. P. Laidlaw and I were responsible. You 
know, too, how loyally this undertaking had 
been adhered to by the manufacturers. I was 
staying with a veterinary surgeon in the West 
Country some two years ago when I was stag- 
gered to hear from him that such was not the 
case, for he had himself seen a kennel hunts- 
man injecting his own hounds. On my return 
I took this matter up with the manufacturers, 
and was able to trace, with their assistance, the 
batch of material despatched. It was sent to 
a veterinary surgeon who must, of course, have 
handed it to the kennel huntsman, 

I much regret to add that I could give you 
further instances of this grave dereliction of 
duty on the part of some of our men, but T think 
I have said enough to indicate what is in my 
mind. The instances I have quoted will show 
in What manner general practice is let down and 
the sort of thing which must not be allowed. 

I submit that had not the authorities in the 
land had evidence that some of our general 
practitioners have failed in their duties to the 
stock owner, had failed in that their outlook, in 
that their conception of veterinary practice, was 
so parochial, it is not unlikely that at least one 
public service might not have come into exist- 
ence. 

So much for the past. Now for the future. 
Is it imagined for one moment that general 
practice will gradually die out, that it will 
cease to exist *% On the contrary, I feel con- 
vinced that the future of this side of veterinary 
activity is definitely rosy, but how rosy 
depends on those so engaged. If general prac- 
tice is to be a suecessful venture for the young 
graduate of to-day and to-morrow, he must be 
well equipped, he must be hard working, he 
must be conscientious, and above all, his out- 
look must be wide, realising that his duty is the 
prevention of disease as well as the cure. He 
must cultivate that corporate sense which is too 
often lacking and remember that he is merely 
one unit of a whole whose duty to the State is 
the reduction of disease and that he cannot 
bring about this desirable state of affairs by 
individual action alone, 
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There is in the minds of a good many of our 
men the view that veterinary surgery, as such, 
is in its death struggle, and there is considerable 
anxiety in their minds as to what is to happen 
to general practitioners if the process of 
appointing whole-time men in counties becomes 
general. To my mind, there is no need for any 
feeling of alarm. History is repeating itself. 
I well remember a similar state of mind existing 
when the motor-car first made its appearance. 
I can recall the wild and almost hysterical 
statements of men whose main work consisted 
in the care of omnibus and tram horses, and a 
veterinarian of an older generation has told me 
that perfect uproar existed among veterinary 
surgeons when the steam engine was first intro- 
duced. Yet we are frequently being told that 
the profession is advancing, and we know that 
this is so. If, however, we assume for pur- 
poses of argument that the end is near, the sub- 
division of our profession into groups, the 
formation of small societies unless united to a 
common head comprising sound advisors and 
good counsellors is useless—it is even dangerous. 

The accusation by one section that another 
is seeking to take the legitimate duties from 
their hands is an improper policy and only tends 
to accentuate the feeling already existing in the 
minds of some sections of the lay public that we 
are too self seeking and too grasping. We can 
do no good for ourselves unless and until we are 
solidly united and our domestic bickerings 
cease, for progress will end and our power as a 
profession will wane. 

Scientific and social progress will go on and 
the general public, as represented by Parlia- 
ment, is not going to consider a small section of 
the whole when the whole itself is so deeply con- 
cerned and it is up to the minorities to fit them- 
selves into the scheme of things as they are pre- 
sented and adjust themselves accordingly. 

Farming will continue and the diseases of 
cattle, sheep, pigs, ete., will ever claim the 
attention of the general practitioner, always 
providing he is worth consulting. The average 
farmer dislikes offiicalism and inspectors and I 
firmly believe that, as a rule, he would much 
prefer to have at his beck and call a man whom 
he knows and whose ability he recognises and 


respects rather than someone paid by the State 


whose interests are not quite the same. 

It is possible that some of you will tell me 
that cases are on record where a practitioner 
has been treated with scant courtesy by veter- 
inary oftiicals. Such cases are, of course, 
exceedingly rare, and when they do occur it is 
sometimes the fault of the practitioner con- 
cerned. This for two reasons :— 


(1) He is thought not to have tackled his 
outbreaks in a sound manner—this may, or may 
not, be correct, and 

(2) The fact that he permitted such an intru- 
sion without open protest suggests the existence 











of a state of inferiority complex difficult to 
explain or understand. 

The farmer, the small animal owner, the 
blood stock breeder, all require your skill and 
your assistance. Your help is also necessary in 
the control of contagious disease. If you are 
well equipped professionally you need have no 
fear of the future for you will have in your pos- 
session an asset greater than any other which 
will command the respect and admiration of all 
those with whom you may come in contact. 

The state of mind which to-day exists in the 
minds of many general practitioners as to their 
future is reflected in some measure by the 
hysterical actions frequently adopted by cer- 
tain of our advisors and a case in point is to be 
found’ in a decision which has been arrived at 
in connection with a suggested future for veter- 
inary work in general. Many of you will have 
heard of it, and those who have not will shortly 
have an opportunity of reading the results of 
these heavy deliberations in cold print. The 
subject is common property to-day in that the 
resolutions unfortunately arrived at have 
already been despatched to two high official 
bodies and I am, therefore, not breaking a con- 
fidence imposed on all members of Council of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
by giving. you details to-day. 

A Sub-Committee was appointed with terms of 
reference to submit a scheme to the Council for 
adoption as the Association’s policy to secure 
uniformity of action in regard to routine inspec- 
tion of dairy cattle and generally in the direction 
of co-ordination of the veterinary control of 
animal diseases; and, further, to recommend 
what action, if any, be taken by the Council. 

The decision arrived at by this Committee, 
not by any means representative of all phases 
of veterinary activity, was as follows: 

(1) That there should be a State Veterinary 
Service under one central Government Depart- 
ment of Animal Health (you will observe that 
the particular Department which these gentle- 
men had in mind is not stated nor was this 
very necessary informattion forthcoming when 
the question was put) in which shall be invested 
the duties of appointing staff and controlling the 
WHOLE OF THE VETERINARY SERVICES OF THE 
CounTrRY, to include the veterinary duties under 
the Diseases of Animals Acts and Orders, the 
Milk and Dairies Acts and Orders, Meat Inspec- 
tion and the Veterinary Advisory Scheme. 

(2) That the veterinary practitioner shall-be 
incorporated in these services as well as the 
whole-time officer. 

(3) That copies of these recommendations 
shall be transmitted to the Privy Council and 
the Economie Advisory Council. 

Now, gentlemen, let us consider for one 
moment the significance of these recommenda- 
tions, emanating as they do from a responsible 
body of veterinary opinion, 
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I do not quarrel with the idea that notifiable 
diseases of animals should be controlled from a 
central source; in fact, I support it very 
strongly, because I do not believe that proper 
control and ultimate eradication can possibly 
occur while the bodies controlling them are so 
numerous. But that is not what the recommen- 
dations mean, for they say “the whole of the 
veterinary services of the country” and as if 
to make perfectly certain that there should be 
no misunderstanding, the Sub-Committee, in 
their wisdom, added an explanatory paragraph 
in which they recommended that “ the general 
practitioner shall be incorporated in the 
scheme,” suggesting, of course, that his profes- 
sional activities shall be controlled. 

If we were an integral part of Soviet Russia 
or were somehow closely connected with Nazi 
Germany, I could well understand such revolu- 
tionary suggestions, but in this alleged free 
country of ours I am confounded and utterly 
bewildered. 

Since we are discussing the future of veter- 
inary practice and since the majority of you 
are so engaged it will not be without interest to 
hear the views of some of you on these points. 
For my part, I consider them ill-considered, 
thoughtless and quite unworkable. I was told 
when I protested against the adoption of the 
Sub-Committee’s recommendations that the 
scheme was Not ill-considered, since no less than 
four hours were spent on it—suggesting, I pre- 
sume, that if one spends a sufficiency of time 
arguing before a decision is reached, that 
decision must, ipso facto, be the proper one. 

One final point that I wish to make is that 
T feel many of our men do not read sufficiently 
widely and that they are in consequence bound, 
as it were, on the one hand by their own experi- 
ence and on the other by what they read in 
The Veterinary Record. In too many instances 
the extent of reading begins and ends there. 
Realising this and wishing to make our national 
paper more valuable to our men some of us 
have striven to create a feature which shoyld 
be valuable, namely, the Abstract section. This 
was commenced in order to give our men an 
idea of what veterinarians in other countries 
thought and did and what their experiences 
were. It would be interesting to know from this 
Division of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, which has always been as progres- 
sive as any other, as well as appreciative of the 
actions of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, what exactly is their opinion of this 
relatively new feature of our paper. 

What is the moral to be drawn? Not the 
elimination of or a_ radical change in our 
METHODS of government; not the creation of 
innumerable fresh societies partly within or 
partly without the main body. Such methods 
are merely indicative of a halting policy of 
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doubt, and although doubtless backed by the 
best of possible intentions and imbued with 
altruistic motives, do nothing to improve a posi- 
tion which may be thought to be wrong. They 
merely accentuate it. 

The cure, a radical one, no doubt, is for 
ldbivisions to elect on the governing body of the 
Association and for every member of the profes- 
sion to elect on the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons the RIGHT MEN: men of 
sound judgment, careful thinkers, men of fore- 
sight and, above all, good counsellors, Since 
the composition of these bodies is in our own 
hands entirely, it would seem idle to complain 
of their actions. The complaint, if such is 
deemed necessary, should be applied to our in- 
dividual members of Council, who should be 
asked how they voted on such and such a sub- 
ject or what their policy is regarding another. 

I fear I have been somewhat blunt in some of 
my remarks, but it is good for us to be told of 
our faults sometimes, for unless we know and 
recognise them we cannot hope to correct them. 
Mutual admiration I detest, for it takes us 
nowhere and merely places us in a false posi- 
tion with ourselves. It is well that we should 
not turn a blind eye to our imperfections but 
recognise them, meet them boldly with a fixed 
determination to extirpate them from our 
systems. 


Discussion 

Dr. W. M. Scott, who was asked by the Chair- 
man (Captain J. R. Barker) to open the discus- 
sion, said he came to the meeting rather to hear 
than be heard; nevertheless, he was glad of the 
opportunity thereby afforded him of congratu- 
lating Major Dunkin on his excellent address 
which was particularly noteworthy for the high 
tone maintained throughout. 

Looking at the dissertation from his own par- 
ticular angle he found little to criticise, but he 
was especially intrigued with two observations 
Major Dunkin had made which upon reflection 
forced him (Dr. Scott) to ask this question, ‘“ Do 
we practitioners give the research worker all the 
credit due to him?” 

Did the man in the street reflect and think 
what the research worker had been and was 
doing for man and beast? 

To illusirate his point, some time ago an 
M.F.H. wrote a letter stating he had heard that 
Dr. Scott was very successful in vaccinating 
hounds against distemper. Not one word was 
mentioned about the brilliant work of Laidlaw 
and Dunkin—who produced the vaccine. Again, 
some three or four years ago he was consulted 
by a well-known peer in connection with one 
of his tenants whose farm was a _ hot-bed of 
Johne’s disease. He suggested vaccinating the 
whole herd of 60 head with “johnin.” He 
wrote Major Dunkin, the test was carried out 
on three different occasions, and the net result 
to date was that no further outbreaks had 
occurred, and the noble lord expressed to him 
his most grateful thanks for cleansing his farm 
of a beastly disease and incidentally saving him 
from losing an excellent tenant. Here again 
there was no mention of the excellent research 
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work of Major Dunkin and his colleagues. Now, 
however, he was face to face with Major Dunkin 
he would like personally to offer him his sincere 
thanks for placing those valuable panaceas in his 
hands. 

Mr. Scott, in conclusion, observed that he was 
glad to note that the essayist urged the general 
practitioner to keep himself abre ast with the 
times and au fait with all the latest scientific 
advances. Personally, he felt that the more he 
studied, the more he learned, ihe less he seemed 
to know, for as soon as he had made himself 
master of one fact, another was always unfolding 
itself before his eyes. 

Mr. W. D. REEs wished to join with Dr. Scott in 
thanking Major Dunkin for his address. The 
speaker had given them a new view-point to 
which he w ould give serious consideration, but 
he (Mr. Rees) would venture to suggest that the 
general practitioner, who was in a predominating 
position in the profession, had only himself to 
blame if things were not carried out as he would 
like. He wished to speak very strongly upon the 
result of the postal vote taken some while ago: 
only about 25 per cent. of the “ electorate ” took 
the trouble to vote; this was not as it should be; 
they had their “ franchise” and should exercise 
it. They simply got the government. they 
deserved. 

Mr. R. W. HALL expressed the view that the 
address given by Major Dunkin had come at a 
most opportune time. He believed that there 
was fear in the minds of many, that things were 
not as they ought to be. He was speaking in a 
general way and without personalities, and while 
there was undoubiedly some encouragement in 
what he called “ our legitimate spheres,” there 
were aspects that gave cause for concern. There 
were, for example, occasions when the Veterinary 
Advibory Officers had done something which 
showld have been done not by themselves, but 
through the general practitioner being consulted 
in a primary capacity. He would give them a 
‘ase in point. He was called in to an outbreak of 
husk, and found that the animals were in a 
deplorable condition. He advised as to treat- 
ment and what would probably be the outcome 
of the disease. Several animals died. The 
owner was not quile satisfied with what had been 
done, and went over his head to the Veterinary 
Advisory Officer. The latier, knowing full well 
that he (Mr. Hall) had been in contact with the 
case, went to the farm, but he did (after finding 
out that he had been treaiing the animals) tele- 
phone him and ask him what had been done. 
The Advisory Officer did say that all he (the 
speaker) hi: id done was what he had advised, 
but his complaint was that, in other cases, the 
Advisory Officer had gone over the head of the 
veterinary surgeon and given advice without any 
consultation. Surely that sort of thing was 
undermining the position of the veterinary prac- 
titioner and making him lose prestige. 

There was another phase: in the treatment of 
lamb diseases, pamphlets of prescriptions—with 
details of preparation and administration—were 
handed out to the farmers without any consulta- 
tion with the veterinary surgeon who had been 
attending to that particular man’s. animals. 
Moreover, at the last Farmers’ Union Dinner, one 
of the Councillors stood up and said “ Remember, 
gentlemen, when you want veterinary advice you 
‘an always go to the Veterinary Advisor for it.” 
The veterinary practitioner certainly had a 
grievance in that respect. 

Captain J. C. CoLEMAN had very great pleasure 
in adding his quota of sincere thanks for the able 





paper. He wished that the speaker had 
stressed more severely the shortcomings of the 
general practitioner, and the fact that the posi- 
tion ihey now found themselves in was largely 
the outcome of their own lethargy. 

With regard to the report of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk, the Royal College and the 
N.V.M.A. took every step they could io ascertain 
what was going on at that Commission, and 
whether they were dealing in any way with 
matters affecting the veterinary profession. lt 
had come to their knowledge that the Commis- 
sion did make an application to three gentlemen, 
members of the “ National,’ to appear before 
them and give their evidence. From the report 
it appeared very palpable to many of them what 
that advice must have been and that the ve.erinary 
practitioner’s side had not been put to the Com- 
mission at all. In the next place, through the 
apathy of the profession, the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. was largely composed of whole-time 
veterinary officers, research workers, and 
teachers. He endorsed what Major Dunkin had 
said, that “the position they found themselves 
in now was 75 per cent. their own fault.” 

In commenting upon the speaker’s remarks 

‘varding the Sub-Committee’s recommendations, 
Mr Coleman said th: vi, When the matter was con- 
sidered, the Committee concerned thought that if 
any suggestion was made as to which Depart- 
ment should deal with the question, it might be 
taken as dictatorial, and that it would be best to 
leave this to those who had to discuss the matter, 
und for them to suggest how the State service 
should be formed. He thought the speaker had 
misinterpreted Clause B of the resolution. It was 
intended that in any Siate service the veterinary 
practitioner should not be forgotten. It did not 
intend or suggest that this State department 
should in any way control the activities of the 
general pri ictitioner in his private practice; it 
was only intended to apply where he was con- 
nected with Staie duties. The Committee sat for 
four hours and considered every phase of the 
question, and they felt that in many instances 
if they made any suggestions as to consiruction 
it would be assuming a dictatorial attitude, and 
iherefore, they threw out a wide suggestion, 
leaving the Council to work out the details. 

Captain Coleman also desired to put on record 
the very deep gratitude he felt towards the 
res varch bodies who had helped him on many 
occasions, especially with regard to distemper 
immunisaiion. Recently he had a_ rather 
obscure disease among two flocks of lambs. In 
the first flock of 250 they were losing two and 
three a day. Post-mortem examination revealed 
a peculiar condition of the kidney (pulpy kidney). 
He sent two dead lambs to a research 1 Aree iy 
who later forwarded him an experimental serum. 
He inoculated the rest of the lambs and he had 
no further fatalities in that flock. The disease 
shortly afterwards appeared in the second flock, 
serum was injected as soon as possible, and there 
were no further fatalities. 

Mr. T. J. MARGARSON, commenting first on 
Captain Coleman’s observations concerning the 
report of the Milk Commission, expressed strong 
disapproval of the action of the three invitees in 
giving evidence before the Royal Commission 
without first notifying either the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. or that of the N.V.M.A. 

Proceeding, Mr. Margarson thanked Major 
Dunkin for his paper, which would be of very 
great value, and voiced his agreement with the 
view that the practitioner was greatly to be 
blamed for his position. For instance, he was 
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very interested in poultry, and it was a matter of 
regret to him that, instead of sharing his interest, 
the majority of practitioners said “ It is not worth 
our while to treat birds; we are not really 
interested. There are your Poultry Insiructors.” 

In Gloucestershire they had a very efficient 
Poultry Instructor, who was a personal friend, 
and whose duty it was to go round advising on 
the poultry industry, including the diseases of 
poultry; nevertheless he did not like poultry 
instructors, as such, visiting his clients’ farms; 
in his opinion it was the thin edge of the wedge 
for the visits of “ instructors” concerning ovher 
animals. He liked to say: “I know what is 
wrong with your poultry just as | know what is 
wrong with your other animals”: apart from 
which, he had earned quite a nice litthe sum from 
poultry, especially in the treatment of blackhead 
in turkeys and the iuberculin testing of birds. 
If they put a litthe more enthusiasm invo matters 
such as these, they would be combating in the 
most effective way possible the idea which was 
responsible for the establishment of the Veter- 
inary Advisory Officer scheme. 

Mr. GOLLEDGE wished to add a few words to 
what other speakers had said. They were losing 
quite a number of appointments formerly held 
by practitioners—inspecting catile, etc., and he 
thought they would lose still more. But they 
should look further afield; they still had a lot 
to learn about their friends’ dogs and cats, and if 
they only rubbed up a little of the knowledge 
they learned at college and tried to improve 
every day they would soon make up for the loss 
they were experiencing in other directions. He 
would like to know from Mr. Margarson whai 
amount of remuneration he received from poultry 
work, because there had been quite a number of 
discussions as to whether they should have some- 
one to come down to the Division and lecture on 
poultry diseases. He desired to associate him- 
self very strongly in thanks to Major Dunkin for 
his paper. 

Mr. L. B. A. GRACE said that, as a full-time 
officer, it was perhaps not expected that he would 
have anything to say, but as one who had passed 
through the post of Advisory Officer, he felt 
sometimes the Advisory man had quite a lot to 
complain about concerning the general practi- 
tioner. He could recall several instances of that 
kind. He remembered investigating a disease 
of poultry. After carrying out several post- 
mortem examinations, and other laboratory 
investigations, and before advising upon the 
condition, he decided to visit the farm concerned. 
There he met a veterinary practitioner, who was 
in attendance upon another case and was depu- 
tising for the usual veterinary attendant. They 
were quite friendly on the farm. He demon- 
strated to the praciitioner, who appeared to know 
little about it, the condition in the poultry, and 
suggested to the farmer, in the presence of the 
practitioner, that the latter might very well carry 
out a certain line of treatment. The next thing 
he heard was from the Royal College to say that 
the practitioner had reported him to the College 
for unprofessional conduct. He considered this 
rather harsh. Again, in a serious outbreak of 
Johne’s disease, where, in collaboration with 
Major Dunkin, he suggested to the practitioner 
a certain line of treatment, the latter wanted to 
know where he was going to get his fee, and 
where the vaccine, presumably meaning the 
johnin, could be obtained. So there was some- 
thing to be said for the Advisory Officer. He had 
no hesitation in saying that the proper type of 
advisory or even whole-time officer was the 





means of guiding quite a large amount of work 
into the hands of the private practitioner. 

There was one other point he wanted to make. 
It had been suggested they should be properly 
represented on their own professional bodies, 
but they ought also to be well represented on 
local authorities, if possible. If one had a good 
veterinary surgeon on a local authority com- 
mittee he could bring much more influence to 
bear than could a man on their own professional 
bodies. If they could only impress upon the 
local practitioners the necessity of representing 
the profession on local bodies they would cer- 
tainly do the profession a great deal of good, and 
he urged the wisdom of taking an active interest 
in local politics and local government. 

THE PRESIDENT (Captain J. R. BARKER) expressed 
his gratitude to Major Dunkin for coming down 
to that meeting and added that he thought they 
should welcome the opportunity he had given 
them of discussing what took place on _ the 
Council of the “ National.”” He was rather sur- 
prised at the view the Major took with regard 
to the recommendations for a State Veterinary 
Service; the Council were practically unanimous, 
with the exception of the research workers. He 
deplored the defection of the research workers 
in not supporting the resolution in Council, 
because they should go forward as a united pro- 
fession. In the address he found that there was 
just a tendency to accentuaie the weakness of the 
policy of the Council rather than deal with its 
strength. He did think the main thing was that 
they now had a policy, and if anyone took excep- 
tion to that policy it could still be amended. As 
general practitioners they had a great deal for 
which to thank the research workers, but there 
was siill a great deal they would like them to do, 
particularly in the field of clinical research. 

The other point was the question of Advisory 
Veterinary Officers. He thought the main point 
there was that we had veterinary surgeons 
deriving their pay from the State and local 
authorities’ funds, and so long as we had men 
so paid, who could be had without payment of 
a fee by the agricullturist, there was a tendency 
to go over the heads of the general practitioners. 
If the stock owner had to pay directly for this 
service the Veterinary Advisors might be out of 
work. 

He was sure that Major Dunkin would 
appreciate thai that was wrong, and an injustice, 
and if there were to be State- and rate-aided ser- 
vices, they, as general practitioners, would like 
to participate in the giving of those services to 
the public. There was also another great diffi- 
culty which would have to be taken into con- 
sideration. If State- and raie-aided veterinary 
surgeons were to visit our clients three or four 
times a year there was not the slightest doubt 
that those people who so visited would be con- 
sulted upon diseases in addition to those which 
were considered to be under their purview. He 
thought, therefore, that the “ National” were 
quite right in viewing the question of State 
veterinary services and if by any means practi- 
tioners could go out three or four times a year 
to their own clients and be consulted by a client 
as to the general policy on a farm, or as to dealing 
with any particular disease, it would be a great 
advantage to the community at large and the 
practitioner in general. 

Major DuNKIN, in reply, said he was very grate- 
ful to all for the manner in which they received 
what he had to say and he was agreeably sur- 
prised: he had anticipated very considerable 
opposition to some of the remarks he had made. 
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Dr. Scott was much too flattering in what he 
said, but he hoped it would not go out from that 
meeting that the distemper prophylactics were in 
any sense a panacea. 

_Mr. Rees raised an important poini and con- 
sidered that the general practitioner was more 
or less to blame for what was going on, and this 
was strongly brought out when he reminded them 
that only about 25 per cent. of the “ electorate ” 
took the trouble to vote in the Royal College 
elections. 

If what Mr. Hall said was true, there was no 
doubt he had reason to complain, but here was 
the point: did Mr. Hall complain? Did Mr. Hall 
know what were the instructions issued to 
Veterinary Advisory Officers? If he considered 
they had been exceeded, what action did he take” 
If he took no action then he erred, and did not 
do his duty as a practitioner. 

It was a great joy to know, at long last, that Cap- 
tain Coleman found himself in partial agreement 
at least with some of the things which he (Major 
Dunkin) had said, for they had so often been 
found in opposing camps. 

Captain Coleman told them that in his opinion 
he (Major Dunkin) had misinterprev‘ed Clause B. 
of the resolution. In that respect again Mr. Cole- 
man was perfectly correct. There had been a 
misinterpretation and it was an intentional one 
for the simple reason that he (Major Dunkin) 
desired to bring to their notice how simple a 
matter it was to misconstrue ambiguously and 
carelessly worded phrases and consequently, how 
highly probable it was that accidental miscon- 
struction might take place—a state of affairs he 
wished to see avoided. 

He was glad to know that Mr. Margarson was 
interested in pouliry, and it was a point worthy 
of note that he was increasing his income in that 
respect. Major Dunkin recommended the capon- 
ising of poultry to practitioners and said what 
a help it had been to him in his early days: quite 
useful fees could be earned, and it was well worth 
while from both the practitioner’s and poultry 
keepers’ points of view. 

He agreed with Mr. Golledge that it would be a 
great advantage if they could get someone down 
to lecture to them upon poultry diseases and 
strongly recommended that this be done. 

He was pleased to meet Mr. Grace for the first 
time and thoroughly agreed with him with regard 
to the practitioner taking a practical interest in 
local affairs as well as in his strictly veterinary 
duties. ; . 

In conclusion, Major Dunkin said he had 
thoroughly enjoyed his visit, in giving the paper 
and meeting them all; and sincerely hoped it 
would not be the last time. (Applause.) 








“THE MODERN TYPE COLLIE” 


A propos the note on this subject appearing in 
our issue of November 18th, 1933, The North 
American Veterinarian, in quoting, comments: 
“ This touches upon a subject that should receive 
attention on the part of American veterinarians, 
regarding not only Collies but dogs of other 
breeds. When one contrasts the Airedale terriers 
and Danes of 15 years ago with some of the poor, 
unintelligent weaklings that are presented for 
the admiration. of all at bench shows, it is all 
very discouraging. In our estimation American 
fanciers are destroying too many of the funda- 
mentally good qualities of a number of breeds 
in their apparent attempt to seek modernistic 
lines in conformation.” 
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NOTES ON THE CANINE AND FELINE 
TAPEWORMS WITH ELLIPTICAL 
SEGMENTS 
A. W. NOEL PILLERS, F.R.c.v.s. 


Although there is no addition to our know- 
ledge in the following notes, my experience indi- 
cates that practitioners among small animals 
may find them helpful. Tapeworms of the 
structure mentioned in the title belong to the sub- 
family Dipylidiinee and occur in carnivora in 
several countries. When one desires to consider 
a special group of worms from one or two 
animals in a single country, difficulty is experi- 
enced in extracting the required data from mono- 
graphs dealing with many tapeworms of several 
species of animals the world over, unless one 
has a complete survey of the species of tape- 
worms found in the given hosts of the country 
concerned. There has been considerable con- 
fusion with the synonymy of this group. 
Witenberg!, working in Palestine, seems to 
have clarified this very materially. So far as 
the dog and cat are concerned, he recognises 
the following species :— 

1. Dipylidium caninum. (Linnus, 1758). 
Dog and cat, 
2. Joyeuxia pasqualei. 

Dog and cat. 

. Diplopylidium acanthotetra. 

1886). Cat. 

4. Diplopylidium nolleri. (Skrjabin, 1924). 
Cat (rarely dog). 

All these have, no doubt, been previously 
referred to as Tenia cucumerina in dogs and 
T. elliptica in cats. These and many other 
names fall into synonymy. 

The differentiation of species and genera now 
under consideration is best carried out by stain- 
ing and mounting whole worms, Witenberg dis- 
tinguishes the genera by means of the following 
key :— 

1. All hooks of the rostellum rose-thorn 
shaped, male opening in front of female 
one :-— * 

(a) Many eggs in each capsule; genital 
openings behind the middle point of 
the edge of the segment.— Dipylidium. 
Leuckart, 18638. 

(b) One egg in each capsule; genital 
openings on the middle point of the 
edge of the segment or in front of it.— 
Joyeuxia. Lopez-Neyra. 1927. 

2. Some of the hooks of the rostellum 
tenioid shaped, male opening behind the 
female one, both being in front of the 
middle point of the edge of the seg- 
ment. One egg in each capsule.—- 
Diplopylidium, Beddard, 1913. 

I have only encountered Dipylidium caninum in 
cats and dogs here. As there is only one species 


(Diamare, 1893). 
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of each of the genera Dipylidium and Joyeuzia in 
this country, no characters other than those in 
the table are necessary to identify them. In 
the case of Diplopylidium, two species are 
described, viz., D, acanthotetra and D., nolleri, 
The former has a short neck and the largest 
rostellar hook is 60 to 7Ou long, while in 
D, nolleri the neck is long and the largest 
rostellar hook is less than 53x long. As far as 
my experience goes with a few exotic specimens, 
these distinctions are valid. It appears to be 
well established that Dipylidium has as its 
intermediate host, insects which live upon 
or prey upon the animals in which they 
are found, i.e., Ctenocephalides canis (the 
dog flea), Pulex irritans (the flea of man), 
and Trichodectes canis (latus) (a dog 
louse). For Joyeuxia and Diplopylidium, Witen- 
berg gives the names of a number of species of 
lizards, geckos, toads and snakes in which the 
cystic stages may be found. It is well known 
that cats prey upon these animals in some 
countries. Lizards are not common here, but 
there may be other suitable hosts. Hestatesthat 
there is a primary intermediate host, such as an 
urthropod, as well as as the facultative reptilian 
or secondary intermediate host which the cat 
devours and so becomes infected with Joyeuzxia 
or Diplopylidium. Additional force is given to 
the above view as insects would be more likely to 
visit and wander over cats’ feces than lizards 


and geckos, and these reptiles are largely 


insectivorous. 

Turning to the purely clinical side, there are 
a number of points upon which information is 
sought, or where erroneous views are expressed. 
A lady finds a piece of white material from 1 to 
2 cms, long and a few mms. broad upon her lap 
or on the coat of the ventral abdominal wall of 
her blue Persian cat. It possesses the power of 
slight curling movements; she seeks advice con- 
cerning it, and is told that it some sort of slug 
picked up in the garden, instead of the correct 
solution, viz., a tapeworm segment or segments. 
In dogs these segments are sometimes quite pink 
in colour and are thought to be pieces of wn- 
digested ligament or tendon. If the segments 
die in the extended state, they may be thought to 
be trematodes. When dry, segments sink into 
the coat in the region of the hind quarters of 
long-haired and soft-coated breeds, such as Poms, 
Pekes, Chows and Persians. They seem to be 
most easily seen on black-coated animals. Here 
they resemble small wheat grains, and, 
adhering to the hairs, are mistaken for lice, 
“ eggs” and “ larvee ”’; the process is, however, 
a natural one, and makes easy the ingestion of 
eggs by fleas and lice. 

With the more general use of the microscope, 
for the examination of feces, bitter complaint 
is sometimes expressed that tapeworm eggs 
could not be found in a given case, yet the anima] 
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afterwards passed segments. This is a common 
experience in animals affected with Dipylidium 
and appears to be due to the size of the egg 
capsules. Eggs are, therefore, only likely to be 
found when they escape from the ends of seg- 
ments or when the latter are damaged. Some- 
times, capsules containing a dozen or more eggs 
are found. They are brownish-pink in colour, 
just visible to the naked eye and are two or three 
times longer than broad. The exact nature of 
dried or other segments can be settled by clear- 
ing them in pure liquid carbolic acid, to which 
a little absolute alcohol has been added, mount- 
ing in this medium under pressure, and 
examining under the #-in. lens for “ cocoons ” or 
“capsules” just described. It has to be 
admitted that the only sure way of diagnosing 
the presence of tapeworms in dogs is to demon- 
strate segments in the fzeces of an animal in a 
clean isolation kennel. Owners make mistakes 
and dogs often defecate on existing feces and 
when a rectal examination is made or an enema 
given, segments may not be obtained. 

The treatment for these parasites is not the 
simple process many would have one believe, i.e., 
(i) “ maw worms ” on the feces; (ii) fast; (iii) 
dose with freshly powdered areca nut in butter, 
and (iv) worms voided=cure. 

Guglielmi? showed how firmly the heads of 
Dipylidium caninum are embedded in the mucus, 
and entwined among the villi of the small intes- 
tine. In the warm cadaver, it is often impos- 
sible to pull the worms away from the mucus 
membrane without leaving the head in situ. 

Preparation must, therefore, be thorough and 
have as its object the emptying of the bowel as 
far as possible, removal of mucus by salines, 
and rendering the fzeces soft. After the adminis- 
tration of the anthelmintic the voided worms 
should be examined for heads. Often it can be 
definitely said that some have been left within 
the host, unless they have been lost in the feces. 
Three treatments at intervals of a month may 
be necessary. Incomplete treatment may be 
the true explanation of annoying cases of recurr- 
ence, but in some, they are due to re-infestation 
from the original source, viz., lice upon the host. 
A number of practitioners express surprise when 
painstaking clients return several times after 
intervals of about a month to say that their 
dogs are still passing segments. The truth is 
that recurrence is a very common experience, 
and owners should be told this. It is displeas- 
ing when a client changes to another veterinary 
adviser owing to failure to cure a case of tape- 
worms; and it is annoying to hear that a pro- 
prietary article effected an apparent cure after 
failures by orthodox treatments. 

In stubborn cases, the best line to pursue seems 
to be to remove as much mucus as possible from 
the small bowel by a few doses of a saline purga- 
tive such as magnesium sulphate. During this 
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period, the diet should be a liquid one. Then 
follows a fast of at least 24 hours (better 40), 
during which liquids should be given. Often, 
the alleged fast is broken accidentally or clan- 
destinely. Gastro-intestinal lavage (“washing 
out ”) is not an efficient treatment when used 
alone, but a wash out with a hot 1 per cent. 
solution of sodium chloride before the actual 
administration of the anthelmintic may be help- 
ful. Apparently, arecoline hydrobromide com- 
bined with a sedative such as chloretone, in the 
prescribed body weight doses, is an effective 
prescription. Sometimes it appears to be a little 
drastic. For ectozoa, derris root preparations 
command confidence, but for habitations, the 
common coal tar products often appear to fail 
owing to the presence of cracks and crevices 
which may contain larval stages under cover. 

In these cases, the use of the blow lamp seems 


essential. 
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REDUCTION IN QUARANTINE OF LIVESTOCK 
INTO AUSTRALIA 

Under a Regulation dated December 15th, 1933, 
made by the Government of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, the periods of quarantine imposed on 
certain kinds of livestock on arrival in Australia 
have been reduced. In the case of stock from 
Great Britain or Ireland the periods are now as 
follows :— 

Horses, asses and mules, normally no quaran- 
tine (previously 14 days). 

Cattle, 30 days, with a further period of not less 
than 30 days under quarantine surveillance (pre- 
viously 60 days full quarantine). 

” ed and goats, 21 days (previously 30 days); 
an 

Swine, seven days (previously 14 days); 

Dogs and rabbits. The periods remain at 60 
days and 14 days respectively (no change). 

The above shortened periods of quarantine will 
apply only to stock carried by a vessel which did 
not carry any animals between intermediate ports 
on the current voyage. 


* * * * * 


HIGHER AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 


The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries has . 


appointed a Departmental Committee to consider 
and report what annual grants for the main- 
tenance of Higher Agricultural (excluding Veter- 
inary) Education should be made to institutions 
providing such education in England and Wales 
for the five academic years beginning on Oc.ober 
ist, 1934. The Committee consists of the follow- 
ing: The Rt. Hon. Earl De la Warr, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry; Sir James Currie, 
K.C.M.G., K.B.E.; Captain F. F. A. Heilgers, .p.; 
T. Williams, Esq., M.P. 

Lord De la Warr will be Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, and Mr. J. A. Sutherland-Harris, of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 10, White- 
hall Place, S.W.1, will act as Secretary. 
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Clinical Articles 


SOME INTERESTING CASES OF 
LAMENESS IN RACEHORSES* 


E. F. ANGLER, M.R.c.v.s. 
DONCASTER 


This year has produced an exceptionally dry 
season, with the result that owners and trainers 
have had a trying time, particularly with two- 
year-olds, the going being too hard for them to 
be kept in proper training. Early in the spring 
I had several cases of knee lameness in two-year- 
olds and three-year-olds, but especially in the 
former. There was an ostitis at the head of the 
large metacarpal bone, which seemed to take 
the form of a knee spavin. Taken in hand 
early, they yielded to treatment, but such cases 
at first sight are easily mistaken for shoulder 
lameness. One point to remember after treat- 
ment is that the patient requires a lot of rest; 
otherwise the trouble is likely to recur. TI have 
had three cases in which the animals were put 
to work too soon, and definite fractures ensued. 
I could not detect a fracture at the time, but the 
post-mortem was conclusive, and in one case 
there were as many as four splinters discovered, 
at the head of the metacarpal bone, varying 
from a quarter to three-quarters of an inch in 
size. [Bones exhibited. ] 


CASE I.—One case had apparently recovered 
and the horse ran in a race, but against the 
trainer’s advice and at the owner's risk. It 
broke down badly after four furlongs, and was 
“floated” to the nearest veterinary establish- 
ment. It remained there for ten days, and the 
same condition of the knee was noticed, only 
more aggravated. I ordered the horse to be 
destroyed, and the post-mortem showed the 
same symptoms—splinters of bone detached 
from the large metacarpal. 


CAsE II.—The second case was the only one of 
its kind I have ever seen. The subject was a 
‘chaser which, after a successful season, was 
turned out to grass. A month later it was found 
lame in the field. It being a restless creature, 
jumping from one paddock to another, the owner 
thought it had struck itself and he paid it little 
attention. When taken up from grass it was 
still found to be lame. 

It had been under treatment for almost 


*Presented to the Midland Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Birmingham, November 30ih, 1933. 
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twelve months and was then thought to be lame 
from navicular disease. I was then asked to 
examine the horse. From its gait I at first 
thought the cause of the lameness was in the 
region of the knee, but could not find anything 
to account for it. I first applied the cocaine 
test for foot lameness, but the result was nega- 
tive. I then concentrated on the examination 
of the knee and finally discovered a small 
fibrous thickening, about the size and shape of 
a pea, embedded in the flexor tendon about 2-in. 
below the knee. When pressure was applied to 
this pea-shaped thickening, the horse showed 
much pain. I thought the best treatment was 
firing, and with the owner’s consent this treat- 
ment wus carried out. The animal made a good 
recovery, and has won two races since. I am 
of the opinion that the condition was due to the 
irritation of a small thorn. 


Case I1I.—The third case was also that of a 
‘chaser. One day, it was found cast in the 
stable with the head-rope fixed between the 
foot and the shoe of the near hind limb and it 
was with difficulty released. The animal after- 
wards became lame. In a week’s time the hip 
muscles began to waste and at the end of a 
month they seemed to have wasted altogether. 
I treated it for six months with no success, and 
was on the point of giving the case up as hope- 


less when suddenly the lameness began to dis- * 


appear. The treatment included massage. The 
hip muscles began to grow and in course of time 
they became normal. That horse has since won 
races. That is an instance of a case in which 
it is not always wise to tell your clients to shoot 
the animal, as I once felt inclined to do, 


Case [V.—A fourth case was one of foot lame- 
ness in which the symptoms, as well as the 
history, were very misleading. 

The subject was a two-year-old which had 
shown good form in the spring and won two 
races. In August, it was found to be stiff after 
a gallop, but the trainer did not attach much 
importance to that, owing to the hard state of 
the ground. <A day or two later it was given 
cantering exercise and seemed all right. On 
the fourth day it was a little lame near fore and 
on the fifth was found standing on three legs in 
its box. The trainer thought it must have been 
cast during the night. On examination, the 
near fore fetlock joint was found to be swollen 
and painful, the swelling extending above and 
below the joint. When the animal was asked to 
walk on the hard ground it dreaded putting any 
weight on the limb as it seemed to cause it great 
pain. When, however, it was asked to walk on 





a grass lawn, it moved very well and showed 
very little lameness. 

The foot was suspected as the seat of the 
trouble, but having a very thick sole, no pus 
was found after a preliminary examination. 
The following day a searching examination of 
the foot was made and finally pus was found. 
This was given a free exit, and in ten days’ time 
the horse had made a complete recovery. 


CasE V.—Another interesting case was one of 
broken back. The subject was a two-year-old 
which had a five furlong gallop. Towards the 
end of the gallop the rider said his mount 
suddenly seemed to give way. When he dis- 
mounted, the animal appeared to be normal, and 
it walked back two miles to the stables without 
anything appearing to be wrong. Next day the 
horse was led out and nothing was found amiss. 
On the third day it had a sharp canter and still 
seemed normal. On the fourth morning the 
horse appeared as if set fast, and the next day 
was rather stiff when leaving his box, but after- 
wards walked and trotted quite well. 

While examining the animal I pressed my 
hand on the lumbar region and the animal 
dropped like a log. It lay unconscious for a 
minute or two but, when recovered, walked back 
to the manger to take its food. I expressed the 
opinion that it had a broken back. 

Next day nothing seemed to be wrong with 
the horse, but on pressing the lumbar region it 
went down again. I advised the owner to have 
the horse destroyed. This request was con- 
sented to and at the posl-mortem examination it 
was discovered that the last dorsal vertebra was 
fractured in five different places. 


DISCUSSION 


There was little time for discussion, but some 
members asked a few questions. 

Mr. JAMES MARTIN, referring to sore shins, so 
often spoken of in racing circles, asked how it 
was distinguished from the ordinary everyday 
splint before the latter showed itself. 

Captain J. R. BARKER asked whether, in the 
case of the animal with the broken back, it 
belonged to any special strain or breed, such as 
was mentioned in the recent controversy over 
the conformation of racehorses. 

Mr. RicHarp HucGuHes said he would like to 
hear something about the insurance of race- 
horses. 

Captain ANGLER, in reply, said the majority 
of owners and trainers did not insure race- 
horses, They took a chance with them as 
sportsmen. He was unable to answer Mr. 
Barker, but he told Mr. Martin that it was not 
difficult to distinguish sore shins from any 
other trouble, 
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ACTINOMYCOSIS IN A CAT. 


J. W. EDINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF BACTERIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF 
SHEFFIELD 


Clinical History of the Case——This cat was a 
male, about eleven years old. One morning it 
was noticed that the right side of its neck was 
torn. This was attributed to a probable fight 
with another cat during the preceding night. 
Little attention was paid to the wound, and 
though the right side of the neck and face 
remained swollen for about a week this 
gradually disappeared and the cat seemed to be 
quite fit. About two months later, however, it 
commenced to limp, and eventually refused to 
use the right fore-limb. This continued for 
about three weeks before the animal was 
examined. There was an obvious swelling in 
the right axillary region, but no sign of a 
wound or sinus. This examination was carried 
out under difficulty and had to be repeated three 
days later under an anesthetic. A sinus was 
then found on the right-side of the neck dis- 
charging pus containing very obvious granules. 
As these granules were found to consist of 
numerous streptothricial filaments and some 
minute Gram-negative bacilli the cat was killed. 
On autopsy all the internal organs appeared 
healthy, and this was confirmed on microscopic 
examination of stained sections of these organs. 
The opening of the sinus was situated about 
1:0-in. below the right lower border of the lower 
jaw, and the sinus passed into the right 
axillary region and thence for a short distance 
over the lateral aspect of the chest wall. A 
good deal of pus was present, and this contained 
numerous quite large yellowish-white granules, 
some being as much as 2 to 3 mm. in diameter. 
No signs of spread of infection from the mouth 
to the lesion could be detected. The sinus was 
entirely situated in the subcutaneous tissue, and 
on section its wall showed subacute inflam- 
matory changes, but no actinomycotic invasion. 
All the granules were found lying free in the 
pus. 

Bacteriological Examination.—Near the open- 
ing of the sinus the pus contained numerous 


other organisms besides those in the granules. - 


A Streptococcus viridans, a Streptococcus non- 
hemolyticus, a Staphylococcus albus and a 
diphtheroid bacillus were isolated from this 
situation. If, however, the pus was taken from 
the depth of the sinus, the granules could be 
secured free from the secondary infection. On 
making film preparations from the granules and 
staining them by Gram’s method two organisms 
were recognised :— 
1. A Gram-positive non-septate filamen- 
tous organism which showed true branch- 
ing, but no conidia. 
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Club-formation was present, and the fila- 
ments were about 0°5u thick. 


2. A short Gram-negative bacillus which 
was from 0°54 to 1:°0u in length. It was 
non-motile and non-sporing. 


On culture the former was found to grow best 
under micro-zerophilic conditions at 37° C., but 
not at room temperature. It would not grow 
verobically. It gave a characteristic band of 
growth half-an-inch below the surface of a 
glucose agar shake culture, and conformed to 
the described characteristics of Israel and 
Wolff's Streptothrix actinomyces (Actinomyces 
bovis). The other organism, ie., the short 
Gram-negative bacillus, grew both erobically 
and anrobically at 387° C. on the ordinary 
laboratory media, and was identified as a 
B. actinomyceiem comitans, By cultivating the 
ground-up granules wrobically at 87° C. on agar 
plates the B. actinomycetem comitans was easily 
obtained in pure culture, 

It is often found on making cultures from 
actinomycotic lesions that around the larger 
colonies of the streptothrix there appear numer- 
ous small colonies of the B. actinomycetem 
comitans, (Muir and Ritchie, 1932.) That 
this is probably due to some diffusible growth- 
promoting substance is shown by the following 
experiment :— 

The surface of an agar plate was inocu- 
lated evenly with a pure culture of the 
B. actinomycetem comitans, and here and 
there on the plate some of the larger 
granules were implanted into the agar, so 
that in each case about quarter of the 
granule still remained above the surface of 
the agar. The plates were then incubated 
eerobically at 37° C. No growth of the 
streptothrix took place. <A feeble growth 
of the bacillus was obtained all over the 
plate, but immediately around the granules 
the colonies were markedly larger, thus 
giving an appearance simulating satellitism. 
Whatever the substance may be which is 
elaborated in the granules it appears to be 
able to diffuse through the agar and to have 
a growth-promoting effect on the bacillus. 
The surfaces of the agar plates were quite 
dry before inoculation so as to obviate any 
criticism that the above effect might be due, 
in part at least, to excess of moisture. 

Colebrook (1920), in his study on ‘“ The 
Mycelial, and other Micro-organisms associated 
with Human Actinomycosis,” states “To the 
question, ‘ What is the significance of the fre- 
quent association of the bacterium with actino- 
myces in human actinomycosis? ’ no answer can 
at present be given.” 

He, however, advances four hypotheses, one 
of which has a bearing on the above experi- 
ment. His second hypothesis states “ B. actino- 
mycetem comitans is widely distributed in 
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nature, but establishes itself only in tissues 
which have been invaded by actinomyces, the 
previous growth of that fungus having created 
conditions peculiarly favourable to the bac- 
terium.” 

He carried out some experiments to sub- 
stantiate this, but with negative results. His 
procedure was to melt down a fully-grown sus- 
pension culture of Actinomyces bovis in glucose 
agar, and adjust its reaction to that of a control 
tube of the same medium. The medium was 
then sloped. The surfaces of both tubes were 
inoculated with B. actinomycetem comitans 
obtained from the same source. <A _ similar 
experiment was carried out with liquid medium. 
In both cases the growth obtained with the 
medium which had previously produced a good 
growth of actinomyces was no more luxuriant— 
indeed, if anything, it was less so—than that of 
the control culture. I think the difference in 
our results may be explained by the difference 
in technique. The growth-promoting factor 
may have been destroyed, or its action inhibited 
by the procedures adopted by Colebrook in his 
experiments. 

Attempts were made to reproduce the disease 
in animals. Some of the granules were ground 
up, and after suspension in normal saline were 
inoculated :— 

Subcutaneously into the groin of a guinea- 


pig. 


a” 


2. Intraperitoneally into a cat. 

3. Subcutaneously between the shoulders of 
a cat. 

4. Subcutaneously between the shoulders of a 
rabbit. 


These animals were killed after three months, 
and all appeared quite healthy and active. 

On autopsy in the first three cases nothing 
pathological could be detected. In the case of 
the rabbit, however, a small granulomatous 
lump was found at the site of inoculation. This 
showed retrogressive changes with a good deal 
of fibrous tissue production. The filaments of 
the streptothrix present were broken up into 
small elements which stained feebly and were 
Gram-negative. 

Discussion.—The source of infection is of 
interest. As the streptothrix does not grow at 
ordinary atmospheric temperature, the old idea 
that this organism grows as a saprophyte on 
grain is not now held. 

Lord (1910) has shown that streptothrix 
organisms similar to Actinomyces bovis can be 
isolated from the teeth and tonsils, and it has 
been suggesed that it is only when these organ- 
isms find a suitable environment in the tissues 
that the disease is produced. What exactly the 
conditions are which produce this ideal environ- 
ment are not known; but considering that the 
Actinomyces bovis is micro-zrophilic, it may be 
that the oxygen tension of the tissues is an 
important factor. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


| 
| 
| 











March 2 24, 1934. 


The grains of corn, pieces of straw, etc., 
which have occasionally been found in actino- 
mycotic lesions have probably only been the 
mechanical agents by which the streptothrix 
was implanted in the tissues. 

Lord (1910) also suggests that imperfect 
drainage of a carious tooth, either arising 
spontaneously or as the result of filling an 
imperfectly sterilised tooth, is to be regarded as 
favourable to the production of the disease in 
the regions of the jaw and neck. The infection, 
he supposes, passes into the tissues via the root 
canal. From the history of this case it would 
appear feasible that the infection had been 
derived from the teeth of another cat. Whether 
secondary infecting organisms had anything to 
do with the formation of the actinomycotic 
lesion appears doubtful. When first examined 
there was no sinus present, but three days later 
there was a copious discharge of pus. The 
secondary organisms only appeared in the pus 
near the opening of the sinus, but were absent 
in the depth of the lesion. This certainly 
militates against the probability of their having 
been there ab initio. 

Though the cat was killed for hygienic 
reasons, I think that with proper drainage of 
the sinus it would have recovered from this in- 
fection. My reasons for this belief are as 
follows :— 

1. The walls of the sinus showed subacute 
inflammatory changes with a tendency to 
fibrous tissue production, and were not 
invaded by the actinomycotic infection. 

2. The internal organs showed no signs 
of being infected. 

3. The cat was in good condition in spite 
of the lesion. 
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There are three types of the Bacillus suipestifer 
—a member of the Salmonella group—sub-type 
one, common in swine in America and but slightly 
paihogenic for man; sub-type two, common in 
swine in Western Europe, including England, 
and the cause of occasional outbreaks of food 
poisoning; and sub-type three, generally known 
as B. paratyphosus C, with rare exceptions found 
only in the East, India, Mesopotamia and the 
Balkans, and a common cause of paratyphoid- 
like infections of man in those countries.— 
Vet. Med 

* * * ok * 

For preaching against cruelty to animals in 
1772, the Rev. James Granger, vicar of Shiplake, 
was reproved by his Bishop and denounced by 
his congregation for prostituting the pulpit. The 
second sermon of similar nature sent him to 
prison. 
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Abstracts 





[Experiments with the Laidlaw-Dunkin Method 
of Immunising Dogs against Distemper. 
STOCKARD, C. R., and SPEIDEN, N. R. N. Am. Vet., 
15, 2, 41-48. (3 refs., 6 tables.) ] 


While the prescribed method of administering 
two doses of vaccine, given two weeks apart, 
and followed after two weeks by virus is alto- 
gether satisfactory for animals of three months 
or older, affording a practical immunity to 97 
per cent. of the treated dogs and with a low per- 
centage of ill-effects from the treatment, the 
need often arises, particularly in large kennels, 
for earlier immunisation. For this reason it was 
deemed desirable, at the Experimental Morph- 
ology Farm, Cornell University Medical College, 
to try modifications of the method in order to 
immunise at one month of age, before the pups 
were likely to contract distemper. 

The first modification tried consisted in pre- 
ceding the usual routine of vaccination by the 
injection, one week before, of 3 ¢.c. hyperimmune 
serum per lb. body weight, in the hope that it 
would convey a definite temporary immunity in 
addition to the passive protection of the 
mother’s milk. The resultant 15 per cent. 
fatality and over 4 per cent. severe illness in 
the 92 puppies treated would properly condemn 
this as a method of vaccination, despite the 
overwhelmingly greater incidence of loss from 
naturally-occurring distemper, and an attempt 
was therefore made, on 57 animals, to determine 
how early the straight method of two vaccines 
followed by virus might succeed. Twenty-one 
per cent. died either as a direct result of the 
treatment or of complications associated with 
it, and, in all, 37 per cent. contracted distemper ; 
nevertheless, 63 per cent. of these puppies (82°5 
per cent. of which were inoculated at one month) 
reacted as favourably as they would have done 
had the treatment been delayed until they were 
three months old. Of the survivors, 86°6 per 
cent. remain immune to date. 

The third method—practised on a group of 
25 males and 29 females—consisted in giving 
an initial intradermal injection of distemper 
virus at one month and following it three days 
later with a subcutaneous injection of hyper- 
immune serum in a dosage of 3°5 ¢.c. per Ib. 
body weight, in the expectation that, in spite of 
the passive protection conveyed by the mother’s 
milk, the virus directly introduced would initiate 
the early stages of actual distemper during the 
three days following its injection, while the 
introduction of immune serum at the end of 
that period would prevent the disease from 
developing fully, yet sufficiently to provoke an 
immunity reaction. As an immediate or direct 
result of this treatment no undesirable effect 
occurred in any one of these individuals—in 





striking contrast to the unfavourable effects of 
the two previous methods of treating young 
puppies—while about two months after its adop- 
tion a test lot of 18 were proven to be immune 
to distemper by directly injecting them with 
active distemper virus which failed to call forth 
any symptom of the disease. Now, after many 
months, none of the animals has contracted 
distemper. 
W. B. 
* * 


* * * 
[Torsion of the Right Cardiac Lobe of the Lung 
in the Dog, associated with Chronic Exudative 
Tuberculous Pleurisy. DAuLGREN, H., and 
LILLEENGEN, K. (1933). Skand. Vet.-tidskr, 1, 
1-11 (4 refs., 1 table, 1 fig.). Summary in 
English. } 


The authors describe two cases of tuberculosis 
in the dog which illustrated the rare condition 
of torsion of a lobe of the lung. For anatomical 
reasons this is only likely to occur in the dog, 
cat and fox. Schlegel has described a displace- 
ment of lung associated with a congenital defect 
in the diaphragm; Mel has recorded a similar 
case following a wound in the thoracic wall. 
Mathis tells of a dog with chronic exudative 
pleurisy. The animal had been observed to roll 
on to its back; immediately after one such 
instance dyspnoea developed. Post-mortem 
revealed torsion of the diaphragmatic lobe. 
Hjiirre records a similar case of hydrothorax; 
the animal was subjected to exploratory laparo- 
tomy; this was followed by dyspneea, and on 
post-mortem a right-handed torsion of the right 
cardiac lobe was found. . 

Hjiirre postulates, and observations on the two 
cases here recorded confirm, that the torsion is 
a result of movements of the fluid in the chest. 
When the patient lies in the dorsal position the 
fluid careers forwards, the apical lobe is thrust 
in an anterior direction, and the cardiac lobe 
rotated to the right. The contour of the heart 
prevents a rotation to the left unless the lobe 
is completely atalectatic. The semi-atalectasis 
accompanying hydro-thorax facilitates rotation. 

The authors placed the carcass of a dog in the 
dorsal position, cut a window in the floor of the 
chest and introduced water into the pleural 
cavity; the effects of passive movements of the 
carcass were studied with the fluid at varying 
levels and the conclusions of Hjiirre were con- 
firmed. 

The details of the cases of tuberculosis 
referred to are briefly as follows :— 

CasE 1, Subject.—Two-year-old Schafer. Loss 
of spirits during the last two months; chronic 
cough; disinclinationto lie down. Examination.— 
Temperature 39°2°. Auscultation revealed an 
area of dulness over the lower half of the thorax. 
The right pleural cavity was tapped and 480 c.c. 
red-coloured fluid withdrawn in which acid-fast 
bacilli were demonstrated, Destroyed two days 
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later. Post-mortem Examination.—Three litres 
of fluid in pleural cavities ; tuberculous pleurisy ; 
left-handed torsion of the right cardiac lobe with 
complete infarction; lungs’ studded with 
tubercles, together with bronchial and media- 
stinal lymph glands; acute miliary tuberculosis 
of the liver. Torsion probably occurred during 
or after examination. 

CasE 2, Subject, — Five-year-old Airedale. 
Vague illness of one month’s duration; became 
suddenly worsethe previousday, Examination.— 
Temperature 39°5°; dyspneea; abdominal 
breathing; front legs held apart when upright. 
Percussion revealed total dulness of right side 
and the lower two-thirds of the left side ; 24 litres 
of fluid withdrawn from the right pleural cavity ; 
no tubercle bacilli demonstrated. Destroyed. 
Post-mortem Examination.—Two litres of fluid 
were present in the pleural cavities ; tuberculous 
pleurisy (confirmed by microscopical examina- 
tion) ; left-handed torsion of the cardiac lobe of 
the right lung; total infarction of the latter; 


miliary tuberculosis of the liver. 
G. B. B. 


* * * * ok 
[Non-tuberculous Osteo-periostitis of the Dog. 
(Trans. title.) Rosin, V., and Brion, A. (1933.) 
Bull de lAcad. Vét., 6, 9, 418-423. ] 


The writers record two cases of non-tuber- 
culous osteo-periostitis in dogs. 

The first case occurred in an eight-year-old dog 
in which deformity of the bones of the limbs 
developed symmetrically and progressively until 
movement was almost impossible. As _ tuber- 
culosis was suspected the dog was destroyed, but 
no tuberculous lesions could be found. Guinea- 
pigs were, therefore, inoculated with an emulsion 
of crushed bone and bone marrow, but on 
slaughter in due course there were no lesions. 
The periosteal proliferation of the metacarpal 
bones was such that the circumference was not 
less than three times the normal. 

The second case occurred in an eight-year-old 
bitch also suffering from a chronic mastitic 
abscess. Here again it was impossible to demon- 
strate infection with tuberculosis as negative 
results were obtained both with the tuberculin 
test and the inoculation of guinea-pigs with sus- 


pected material. 
J.S. 


* * * * * 

[Vaccine Treatment of Papillomata in the Dog. 

ScurorperR, H. (1933.) Tierdrztliche Runds- 
chau, No. 17, April 22rd.] 

The author reviews the various methods 
which have been adopted in the treatment cf 
papillomata in the domestic animals, such as 
excision, electric cautery, the application of 
caustics and mouth washes, and is of the opinion 
that none of these is entirely satisfactory. 

Following the line of treatment tried by 
Hasitschka, who prepared a vaccine against 
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warts in humans by emulsifying a single wart 
in 10 cc. of sterile saline and injecting the 
material subcutaneously, he prepared such a 
vaccine with portions of papilloma removed 
from the mouth of a terrier. This material 
was, however, passed through a Berkefeld filter. 

When injected into the same dog a large 
number of new growths appeared in seven days. 
A second injection was given, and at the end of 
a fortnight the growths had nearly disappeared. 

This same vaccine was used in a more severe 
case. Two injections were given at an interval 
of two days and although no change was 
apparent at the end of eight days, by the 
fifteenth the tumours had entirely disappeared. 

The zxtiology of the condition does not seem 
to have been properly worked out, although it 
would appear to be of an infectious nature and 
that the causative agent possesses some of the 
properties of an ultra-visible virus. 

N. S. B. 


% ue * * * 

[A Contribution to the Study of the Hypertrophic 
Osteopathies of Domestic Carnivora. (Trans. 
title.) .HoupEMER, GENEVRAY, DODERO and 
FaRINAUuD. (1933.) Bull de l’Acad, Vét., 6, 
10, 439-444 (2 figs., 2 refs.)] 


The subject of the case recorded was a cat, 
aged one-and-a-half years, which shewed 
advanced lesions of periostitis. As a _ tuber- 
culous origin was suspected the cat was 
destroyed without testing with tuberculin. At 
autopsy, however, all the internal organs 
appeared macroscopically normal. In the 
intestines were several examples of Ancylostoma 
braziliense, two specimens of Diphyllobothrium 
mansoni and under the peritoneum on one of the 
pillars of the diaphragm an immature specimen 
of Gnathostoma spinigerum. ‘The bones of the 
limbs shewed diffuse periostitis with the excep- 
tion of the scapule and femora, which were 
unaffected. A description is given of the 
histology of the lesions of the bones, and micro- 
scopic changes of nephritis and hepatitis that 
were found. The latter lesions are considered 
as probably due to the intestinal parasitism. 
The chief features of this case are that there 
were no signs of pulmonary lesions or tuber- 
culosis, one of which is usually found where 
these osseous lesions occur. 

J.8. 
* * * * * 
[Diseases Common to Man and Animals. VI.— 

Infectious Anemia of Horses, or Vallée’s 

Disease. VERGE, J. Rev. Gén. de Méd. Vét., 42, 

504. (4 refs.)] 


Only two authentic cases of infection being 
transmitted from horse to man have been re- 
corded. In one case the patient had pricked 
himself with a hypodermic needle while inocu- 
lating an infected horse. Symptoms appeared 
in 1917 as follows: headaches, intestinal 
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catarrh, lumbago, general weakness, emacia- 
tion, paleness of the face and mucous mem- 
branes, blood-stained diarrhea. Temperature 
varied 39-40°C. Bacteriological examination 
and Wassermann reaction negative. Symptoms 
appeared intermittently during 1918 and 1919. 
Inoculation of the patient’s blood subcutane- 
ously into a horse was followed by the typical 
symptoms of infectious anemia in this animal 
39 days after injection. Further experiments 
with whole blood and filtered blood serum from 
the patient showed that his blood was still 
capable of infecting horses even three years 
after the initial infection. 

The other case recorded in humans was that 
of a Dutch veterinary surgeon, who showed 
symptoms similar to the above. Infected in 
1917, his blood, both whole and filtered, proved 
virulent for horses. By 1921 the patient’s 
general condition improved and by 1924 his 
blood proved non-infectious for horses. 

The author points out that the danger of 
infection from horse to man is considerable. 
Horse serum is widely used, horse flesh is eaten 
and organic extracts are becoming more widely 
used. 

The differences between infectious anzemia in 
horses and pernicious anemia in man appear 
to be :— 

(1) Etiologically by the existence of a virus 
transmissible in series in horses, 

(2) From a_ hematological view by the 
absence of a uniform blood picture in the horse. 

(3) Clinically, hemorrhages in horses. In 
man nervous troubles and hypertrophy of the 
liver and spleen are common. 

D. W. M. 


* * * * * 


[The Diagnosis of Spinal Disease in Man and 
Horse. FRAucuiGcer, E. Schweiz. Archiv f. 


Tierhlk., 1933, 75, 8.) 


The subject of a thesis for Doctor Med. Vet. 
presented at Ziirich University. 

The author surveys the special diagnostic 
methods applicable to the examination of the 
spinal cord. Lumbar puncture, to obtain a 
sample of the cerebro-spinal fluid, was first per- 
formed on man in 1891. The cerebro-spinal 


fluid can be examined by various ways, and’ 


gives important evidence in some diseases. Its 
pressure, as estimated with the aid of a perpen- 
dicular capillary tube attached to the puncture 
needle, is also significant. Cistern puncture 
(sub-occipital puncture) is also used and offers 
advantages over the lumbar puncture for cer- 
tain purposes. 

The subarachnoid injection of lipiodol (an 
iodised vegetable oil) combined with X-ray 
examination, is a very valuable method of 


determining obstructions in the spinal canal, 
being'a well-developed method in human surgery 
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-[and being very suitable in dog and cat prac- 


tice]. 

In the horse lumbar puncture at the lumbo- 
sacral space is practicable, but not quite free 
from the danger of injury to the end of the 
spinal cord. Cistern puncture is not difficult 
|presumably on narcotised animals only] and 
the author recommends this as the method of 
choice for horses, 

By the way, it is of interest to note that the 
proportion by weight of brain to spinal cord in 
man is 40:1 and in the horse 24 :1. 

The author discusses comparatively the spinal 
cord physiology of man and lower mammals. 
This differs appreciably; as an instance, a com- 
plete hemisection of the cord in a dog has been 
followed by nearly complete functional recovery, 
whilst in man it causes the permanent Brown- 
Séquard syndrome (spastic paralysis and 
sensibility disturbance below the lesion). 

Disturbance in sensibility and reflex action 
ure discussed briefly. 

Amongst spinal diseases of animals the 
folowing are referred to—ossifying pachy- 
meningitis in the dog, chronic ankylosing 
spondylitis in horse and dog, intervertebral 
enchondrosis in dogs and intervertebral enostosis 
in the horse. 

J.B. . 
* * * * * 
| An Extractor for the Ventricular Mucosa in the 

Roaring Operation. (Trans. title.) MARCENAC. 

(1933.) Bull de l’Acad. Vét., 6, 10, 455-458, 

1 fig.) 

The author describes and illustrates what he 
considers to be an improved form of extractor 
for the ventricular mucous membrane in the 


laryngeal operation for roaring. For the 
details of its construction those interested 
should consult the original article. 

J.S8. 








SHEEP SCAB PROSECUTIONS 


A farmer in Ennerdale, Cumberland, was 
recently fined £20 and costs by the Whitehaven 
magistrates for failing to report an outbreak of 
sheep scab on his farm. This is another case in 
which a prosecution had be undertaken under the 
regulations which require farmers to notify cases, 
or suspected cases, of sheep scab on their pre- 
mises immediately these occur. Whilst farmers 
neglect to give early notification of disease the 
spread of infection is impossible to control, and 
the ultimate eradication of sheep scab from this 
country will be indefinitely delayed. On the 
other hand, prompt notification affords an oppor- 
tunity for the immediate wre out of infected 
centres and the prevention of the spread of dis- 
ease to other localities. 

In another case at Edenfield, Ramsbottom, 
Lancs., an owner was fined £36 at the Bury Police 
Court on four separate charges, as follows: (1) 
failing to report suspected disease; (2) concealing 
affected sheep; (3) yy to detain sheep on 
infected premises, and (4) failing to bury the car- 
cass of a sheep as required. 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Reports 


MID-WEST AND SOUTH WALES 
V.M.A.* 
ANNUAL MEETING AT BRISTOL 


The Annual Meeting of the Mid-West and 
South Wales Division of the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association was held at the Royal 
Hotel, College Green, Bristol, on Friday, 
January 19th, 1934, 

There were present: the President (Captain 
J. R. Barker) in the chair, Colonel G. E. Henson 
(Hon. Treasurer), Mr. C. E. Perry (Hon Secre- 
tary), and Captain J. R. Hewer, Major Geo. W. 
Dunkin, Dr. W. M. Scott, Messrs. Cyril R. 
Golledge, E. C. Bovett, Captain W. A. Austin, 
Messrs. 8S. V. Golledge, R. Moore, F. C. Robinson, 
T. J. Margarson, J. C. S. Powell, G. H. Thomas, 
J. W. Hall Masheter, W. D. Rees, J. Fox, J. R. 
Baxter, Captain J. C. Coleman, Captain J. 
Howard Jones,, Mr. R. W. Hall, Mr. L. B. A. 
Grace, Mr. ©. J. Pugh, and Captain J. J. 
Aveston. 

Messrs. J. S. Garside, A. E. Gatchet and 
Francis B. Hardy were present as visitors. 

The minutes of the last Annual Meeting, 
having been published in The Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read, and adopted, on the proposi- 
tion of Captain Hewer, seconded by Mr. 
MARGARSON. 

Correspondence,—(1) From Sir Frederick 
Hobday, Messrs. Watson, Eardley, Seldon and 
Dr. Colston Williams, apologising for their 
inability to attend. 

(2) From Mrs. Watson, thanking the 
members of the Association for their kind 
expressions of sympathy on the occasion of the 
serious accident to her husband on Boxing Day, 
and reporting that he was rapidly getting better. 
The Secretary also reported that he had made 
a telephone enquiry that morning and was glad 
to say Mr. Watson was progressing favourably. 

On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, seconded ‘by 
Mr. Rees, the Secretary was instructed to send 
a letter to Mrs. Watson from the meeting 
expressing the sincere wish for a_ speedy 
recovery. A letter of sympathy and good 
wishes was also directed to be sent to Mr. F. 
Tonar, who is recovering from a very serious 
illness. 

(3) From the N.V.M.A., acknowledging the 
receipt of the following Resolution which had 
been sent forward by the Council of this 
Asscciation from their December meeting: 
“That the Council of this Association would 
whole-heartedly support the Council of the 
‘National’ in any effort it may make to secure 
better recognition of the services of the general 
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practitioner: especially in the elimination of 
tuberculosis of bovines and tuberculsosis of 
bovine origin in mankind.” 

(4) From the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
inviting the Association to appoint Delegates to 
the forty-fifth Annual Conference to be held in 
Bristol in July, and after considerable dis- 
cussion the President and the Secretary were 
nominated. 

Treasurer's Report.—Colonel Henson then 
read his Report, showing a balance in hand on 
the Benevolent Fund of £36 6s. 10d., after the 
payment of £100 to the Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund in memory of the late Mr. A. S. Adams. On 
the general fund there was a balance of 6s. on 
the year’s working, which, added to the amount 
brought forward from last year of £67 12s. 8d., 
showed a balance in hand of £67 18s. 8d. The 
receipts from _ subscriptions, ete., had been 
£20 19s. 6d.; interest on investments (Consols) 
£2 10s., total, £23 9s. 6d., expenses, £23 3s. 6d. 

The treasurer’s Report was adopted on the 
proposition of Captain COLEMAN, seconded by 
Mr. HALL; with thanks for past services. 


Hon. SECRETARY’S REPORT, 1933 


The Hon. SEcRETARY then presented the 
following report: “The present membership is 
83, including ten hon. members. During the 
year we have added five new members, one hon. 
member, and have lost one member by death. 
We have had four resignations through re- 
moval from the district and three members have 
fallen out under rule 13. 

** During the year we have held four General 
Meetings and four Council Meetings, the 
average attendance being 27 at the General 
Meetings and 13 at the Council Meetings (out of 
17 members). 

“At our Annual Meeting in Bristol we were 
indebted to Mr. W. D. Rees for his paper on 
“A recent outbreak amongst Pit Horses’ which 
was well received and provoked a good dis- 
cussion. 

“ At Bath, in April, we were privileged in 
having Professor Sir Frederick Hobday to 
address the meeting. 

“ At our Cardiff meeting in October, one of our 
own members, Mr. Robinson, of Newport, opened 
a discussion on the following subjects: ‘ Stutt- 
gart Disease,’ ‘ Fits in Dogs,’ ‘ Husk’ and 
‘ Fistulous Withers.’ A good discussion ensued, 
and our thanks are due to him for bringing for- 
ward such interesting subjects. 

“ Last, and not least, our summer meeting 
was held in the Wye Valley, taking the form of 
a char-a-bane trip from Newport to Monmouth 
and back to Newport. A halt was made at Lord 
Tredegar’s Home Farm, where Messrs. Robinson, 
Pugh and Barker demonstrated tuberculin test- 
ing in cattle, while at Monmouth, after a meet- 
ing, we were entertained by Messrs, Barker, 
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Robinson, Pugh and Masheter to a salmon tea, 
at which we were joined by the ladies present. 
It is hoped that this will be made an annual 
ladies’ meeting. 


Election of Officers 


The following members were elected to office 
for the ensuing year: 

President.—Captain J. R. Barker. 

Vice-Presidents——Mr. J. W. Hall Masheter, 
Colonel G. E. Henson, Captain J. R. Hewer and 
Mr. C. R. Golledge. 

Hon. Treasurer.—Colonel G. E. Henson. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. C. E. Perry. 

Council.—The Council were re-elected en-bloc, 
as follows: The President, Messrs. C. R. Golledge, 
J. W. Hall Masheter, W. D. Rees, Captain J. R. 
Hewer, Captain J. J. Aveston, Mr. E. C. Bovett, 
Captain J. C. Coleman, Messrs. R. Moore, T. J. 


Margarson, J. C. S. Powell, Dr. W. M. Scott, 
Messrs. W. R. Watson, C. J. Pugh, H. S. 
Robinson, Colonel Henson and Mr, C. E. Perry. 


Representatives to Council, National Veterin- 
ary Medical Association (re-elected) : The Presi- 
dent (Captain J. R. Barker), Captain J. C. 
Coleman, Captain J. R. Hewer and Mr. C, E. 
Perry (Hon. Secretary). 

Representative on the V. V. Benevolent Fund. 
—Mr. W. D. Rees (re-elected). 

Auditors.—Messrs. W. R. Watson and J. C. S. 
Powell were also re-elected, with thanks for 
past services. 

New Members.—The following new members 
were unanimously elected: Messrs. J. S. Gar- 
side (Bristol University), A. E. Gachet (Ban- 
well) and F. B. Hardy (Bath). 

Address.—The President cordially welcomed 
Major G. W. DUNKIN M.R.C.V.S., D.v.H., of the 
Medical Research Council’s Farm Laboratories, 
Mill Hill, to whom, he said, they were greatly 
indebted for coming down that afternoon to 
address them on “The Future of General 
Practice ” 
practitioners, were vitally interested. 

Major Dunkin’s thought-provoking address 
was heard with much interest and appreciation 
and stimulated an animated discussion. 

[The address and a report of the discussion 
which ensued will be found at the commence- 
ment of this issue—Eb., V.R.] 

A very hearty vote of thanks to the aessines 
was proposed by Mr. C. E. Perry, seconded by 
Captain J. J. Aveston and earried with 
acclamation. 

Notice of Motion.—Mr, Rees suggested that 
the question of the payment of the railway [and 
out-of-pocket] expenses of representatives to 








meetings should be put on a proper footing, and 
gave notice of motion for the next meeting. 
Next Meeting.—It was decided that the next 
meeting should be held at Bath in April and 
that, if possible, poultry diseases (a brief paper 
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and clinical demonstration) should be the 
subject for consideration. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded 
the meeting, the members then adjourning for 
tea. 

C. E. Perry, Hon. Secretary. 
* * 


MIDLAND COUNTIES V.M.A.* 


CAPTAIN ANGLER’S CONTRIBUTIONS AT 
BIRMINGHAM 


The quarterly meeting of the Midland Coun- 
ties Veterinary Medical Association was held 
at Birmingham on Friday, November 30th, 1933. 
The president, Mr. A. Mackenzie, occupied the 
chair, and there were also present: Messrs. 
L. C. Tipper, R. L. Phillips, O. V. Gunning, Jas. 
Robertson, sen., R. Hughes, H. T. Hughes, T. 
Marriott, S. M. Woodward, J. R. Barker, J. W. 
(‘onechie, W. C. Lowe, EH. W. Griffiths, S. 
Jennings, E. O’Neill, T. H. Hobson, G. F. 
Banham, J. H. M. Hughes, T. B. Yarrow, A. B. 
Forsyth, P. G. M. Thompson, T. W. Gold, 
T. D. M. Martin, Jas. Martin, W. F. Aston, 
CC. Renfrew, W. H. Brooke, B. DeVine, W. F. 
Wilson, Parsons, and H. W. Dawes (Hon. 
Secretary), 

Demonstration.—Captain E. F. ANGLER, of 
Doneaster, also attended and, as his first con- 
tribution to the proceedings, gave a demonstra- 
tion, at the Holliday Street Wharf, of ether- 
oxygen anesthesia in the dog. The company then 
adjourned to the Grand Hotel for the transac- 
tion of general business, 


General Business 


The Hon. Secretary announced the receipt of 
apologies for absence from the following :—Sir 
John McFadyean, Sir Gilbert Barling, Sir 
Frederick Hobday, Professor Macqueen, Dr. 
Graves, Messrs. H. B. Hiles, H. 8S. Reynolds, 
(,. V. Lomas, W. Trigger, W. Dale, R, Lake, 
H. Fairer, A. Hamilton, T. Chambers, G. A. 
McLauchlan, E. 7 oe E. Ringer, M. Tailby, 
H. K. Miles, F. Gooch, L. W. Heelis, J. R. 
Carlin, A. B. Sabine E. Hall, H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, and W. L. Dwerryhouse. 

Alteration of Rule——Mr. Grirrirus, in accord- 
ance with notice previously given, moved an 
alteration to Rule 5 of the Association requiring 
that members shall in future be elected by 
ballot. He said it would bring them more into 
line with other associations, and he thought it 
was the right thing to do. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Canine Nurses.—The Hon. Secretary read a 
letter from the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, inviting an expression of opinion as 
to the desirability or otherwise of registering 
canine nurses. 

When this subject was last considered, it was 
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decided that such a step was not likely to be 
favourable to the profession. The Hon. Secre- 
tary was instructed to reply to that effect to the 
National Association. 

A Question of Fees.—The Hon. Secretary read 
another letter from the ‘“ National” on the 
subject of fees charged for the immunisation 
of dogs against distemper and the possibility of 
standardising a fee for this work. 

The subject produced a great deal of dis- 
cussion in which many members participated, 
and it was eventually resolved, on the proposi- 
tion of Mr. R. HuGues, seconded by Mr. Aston, 
that the National Veterinary Association be in- 
formed that in the opinion of this division, it 
was not desirable to fix any fee for services of 
this character and that such fee was a matter 
for the consideration of the individual practi- 
tioner and his client. 

Resignation.—_A communication from Mr. 
Fk. C, Heathcote resigning his membership of 
the Association was read. In his letter Mr. 
Heathcote observed that he had sold his prac- 
tice at Bridgnorth and left the district, but 
should he return to the Midlands, he should be 
pleased to rejoin. The resignation was accepted 
with regret. 


CouNCIL’Ss REPORT 


The report of the Council was submitted. 
This recommended that the annual dinner be 
held on the second or third Wednesday in 
February, and that the arrangements be left in 
the hands of the following committee: The 
President, the Hon. Secretary and Messrs. 
DeVine, Conchile, Griffiths, Woodward, and 
Steele-Bodger. 

It was further recommended that the annual 
meeting be held about a fortnight later and that 
Professor McCunn, of the Royal Veterinary 
College, be asked to read a paper on some aspect 
of interest from the point of view of general 
practice. 

Following some criticism of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, especially in 
relation to the Slaughter of Animals Act, a 
resolution was drafted for submission to general 
meeting with a recommendation that it be for- 
warded to the N.V.M.A. 

The Council’s report was adopted and its re- 
commendation agreed to. 

Address.—Captain E. F. ANGLER, of Don- 
caster, now gave an address on “ Some In- 
teresting cases of Lameness in Racehorses”, 
which was heard with much interest and was 
followed by a discussion, curtailed for want of 
time, [We reproduce this address in the Clinical 
Article Section of this issue.—Eb. V.R.] 

At the close, Captain Angler was cordially 
thanked for his address and also for his demon- 
stration, after which the members had tea 
together. 

H. W. Dawes, Hon. Secretary. 








VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT DUBLIN* 


The Annual General Meeting of the Veter- 
inary Medical Association of Ireland was held 
in the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, on Tuesday, 
January 30th, 1934, at 7.30 p.m. 

The following members were present: Messrs. 
A, A. Donnelly, J. M. Murphy, C. M. Griffin, 
FF. J. Daly, A. F. O’Dea, H. O’Leary, J. J. 
Dundon, Sean O’Donovan, L. M. Magee, J. F. 
Timoney, P. Crowley, P. M. McManus, Miss H. 
Bisset, Professor J. F. Craig, Professor T. G. 
Browne, and Professor J. J. O’Connor. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and the 
President was authorised to sign them. 


Patent Medicines.—Mr. No.an drew attention 
to the Act now on the Statute Book relative to 
the manufacture and sale of cattle medicines 
and suggested that the Association should con- 
sider the provisions of the Act to ascertain if 
it provides for the disclosure of the ingredients 
of patent medicines, 

It was decided to obtain a copy of the Act and 
consider it at the next meeting of Council. 


Correspondence. — Correspondence included 
communications from :— 


(1) Messrs. P. A. McCorry, P. J. Howard, 
R. J. Nolan, P. J. Gaffney, J. J. Condon, J. V. 
Carroll and J. D. Whitty regretting inability 
to attend the meeting, and wishing it success. 


(2) Mr. H.Preston Hoskins, General Secretary 
to the Twelfth International Congress, to 
Professor Craig, asking if a National Committee 
had been organised in this country (and, if so, 
requesting the personnel of same), enclosing 
information concerning the Congress which he 
wishes to be published in the veterinary press, 
and sending under separate cover blank appli- 
cation forms for membership of the Congress. 

The forms were distributed to the members 
present. It was decided to comply with the 
requests contained in the letter. 


(3) The British National Committee of the 
Twelfth International Veterinary Congress, 
intimating that it was proposed to establish a 
fund to provide some financial assistance for 
British veterinary surgeons taking part in the 
Congress whose expenses are not paid by other 
bodies by whom they are sent as delegates. 

The matter was commended to the considera- 
tion of the members of the Association. 


(4) Mr. F. J. Daly, returning thanks to the 
Council for unanimously nominating him as 
President of the Association for the year 1934. 





* Received for publication, February 28th. 
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REPORT OF THE HONORARY SECRETARY 
FOR THE YEAR 1933. 


The Hon. SECRETARY now presented his report, 
which was as follows :— 

“ There were five general meetings held during 
during the year, one being the Provincial Meet- 
ing, which was held in Cork City. The average 
attendance at the meetings was 25, the largest 
number being 38, at the May meeting, at which 
practical demonstrations were given; the 
smallest attendance was at the Annual General 
Meeting, at which only 16 were present. Hight 
meetings of the Council were held, one being a 
Special Meeting. 

“ One meeting of the Irish Council of Dispen- 
saries for Animals of the Poor took place. 

“A meeting of the veterinary practitioners 
in Counties Dublin, Wicklow, Kildare, Meath 
and Louth was held under the auspices of the 
Association on May 29th, to consider a suitable 
scale of fees for applying the tuberculin test in 
tubercle-free herds. 

“T. THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.—The chief 
items of interest at the Annual General Meeting 
were as follows :— 

“Increased Donation to the Veterinary Bene- 
volent Fund.—The annual subscription to the 
Fund was raised from £3 3s. to £10 10s., and an 
additional sum of £7 7s. was voted for the year 
1982. 

“ Election of Officers—Mr. Mulcahy was 
elected President (unopposed). The Honorary 
Treasurer and Honorary Secretary were re- 
elected (unopposed). 

“The following members of Council were 
elected: Messrs. F. J. Daly, M. J. MacClancy, 
H. O’Leary, C. M. Griffin and J. J. O’Brien. 

“TI. GENERAL MEETING, MAy 3rp. — Several 
practical demonstrations were given by Messrs. 
O’Donovan and Pierse and by Professors Craig, 
Browne and O’Connor. The programme occu- 
pied three hours, from 3 to 6 p.m., after which 
the Association entertained the members present 
to tea, thus adding to the sociability of the meet- 
ing. The ordinary meeting was held subse- 
quently at 7.30 p.m. 

“The President delivered his inaugural address 
in which he gave reminiscences of his practice 
during 40 years, which proved very interesting 
and instructive. 

“TII. GENERAL MEETING, AvuGusT 8TH.—Mr. 
M. J. MacClaney read a paper on ‘ The Inspec- 
tion of Animals at our Ports before Shipment.’ 

“This was the first paper of its kind before 
the Association. It dealt with the subject in 
an exhaustive and practical manner and 
revealed the important, responsible and arduous 
duties of the portal Veterinary Inspector. The 
paper was highly appreciated by the audience, 
and gave rise to an interesting and instructive 
discussion in which most of the members present 
took part. 
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“IV. GENERAL MEETING, NOVEMBER.—Professor 
J. F. Craig read a paper on ‘ Some Poultry Dis- 
eases.” This was the first paper on poultry dis- 
eases brought before the Association. It dealt 
with the subject in a masterly manner, and was 
listened to by a very appreciative audience. It 
was illustrated by excellent lantern slides. 
Specimens of tissues and organs showing lesions 
of the diseases dealt with were exhibited. Pro- 
fessor Craig also demonstrated the method of 
applying the intradermal tuberculin test in 
poultry and exhibited a bird showing a typical 
reaction to the test. Mr. Lamont, M.R.c.v.s., 
M.Sc., Head of Animal Diseases Division, 
Northern Ireland, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Belfast, opened the discussion, and being also an 
expert on the subject his remarks lent additional 
interest to the meeting. 

“'V. THE PROVINCIAL MEETING IN Cork, JuLY.— 
Mr. C. P. Hynes read a paper on ‘ Bovine 
Surgery’ which was very appropriate for 
country practitioners, many of whom attended 
the meeting and found the paper and the discus- 
sion thereon very instructive. Mr. Hynes was 
complimented on the choice of his subject and 
the graphic way in which he dealt with it. 

“ BUSINESS OF THE CouNCcIL MEETINGS.—The 
business dealt with at these meetings included :— 

“1. Discussion on a letter from Lieut-Colonel 
P. J. Simpson, Honorary Secretary of the 
British National Committee of the Twelfth 
International Veterinary Congress, asking the 
Association to undertake propaganda work for 
the Congress. The Council appointed a com- 
mittee for the purpose. 

“92. Consideration of the Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund and the decision to issue an appeal to the 
profession for its support, with the result that 
extra subscriptions were received, but not nearly 
sufficient to go towards meeting the expenditure 
of the Fund in benefits to deserving cases in 
Saorstat Eireann. 

“9 Arrangements for the General Meetings 
during the year, including the Provincial Meet- 
ing at Cork. 

“4 The Grievances df the Veterinary Officers 
of the Department of Agriculture, in connection 
with which a further letter was sent to the 


Minister for Agriculture, 

“5 The Free Treatment of the Animals of the 
Poor, which was dealt with in conjunction with 
Representatives of the Irish Animals’ Protec- 
tion League which, along with the Council of 
the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
and the Richard Martin Society, constitute the 
Irish Council of Dispensaries for Animals of the 
Poor. The question of persons imposing upon 
these benevolent societies was discussed as well 
as that of the provision of funds to extend their 
activities. 

“6. Fees paid to Velerinary Surgeons acting at 
Greyhound Racing Tracks.—This question was 
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discussed, but as queries sent out to veterinary 
surgeons holding these positions in different 
parts of the country as to the remuneration 
being paid to them were not replied to by all 
those concerned the Council had not sufficient 
data to enable them to come to a decision on the 
matter. It was the opinion of the Council that 
a fee of £2 2s. should be paid to the officiating 
veterinary surgeon at large tracks, but as there 
seems no likelihood of this being insisted upon 
by those holding these appointments or by 
members of the profession generally, the matter 
was left status quo for the present. 

“7. Fees for Applying the Tuberculin Test in 
Tubercle-Free Herds.—This matter was several 
times before the Council, and there was great 
difficulty in fixing a scale adaptable to all cases. 
The scale drawn up by the Council last year and 
passed at the Annual General Meeting in 1933, 
was found:not to be entirely practicable and in 
accordance with a resolution passed at the 
General Meeting in May, 1933, the veterinary 
surgeons practising in Counties Dublin, Kildare, 
Meath and Wicklow were summoned to a meet- 
ing to consider the question and as the result 
of the meeting it was decided :— 

(1) The fees for testing any number of 
cows under ten to be optional. 

(2) The fee for testing ten cows to be 
£5, and that 5s. be charged per head for 
additional cows above ten. 

“8. Medical Officers of Health Claiming 
Responsibility for the Control of Animal Dis- 
eases.—This claim having appeared in a report 
in the Press of a meeting of the Society of the 
whole-time Medical Officers of Health, a letter 
was sent to Dr. Saunders, President of the 
Society, demanding an _ explanation. Dr. 
Saunders’ reply not proving satisfactory, a letter 
was written him to this effect, in reply to which 
he promised to bring the matter before the next 
meeting of his Society. No further reply has 
yet been received. A letter was also sent to the 
Press by the Honorary Secretary protesting 
against this claim. 

“ Veterinary Research.—Senator J. J. Parkin- 
son having approached the authorities con- 
trolling the Irish Hospital Trust (Sweepstakes) 
on the question of obtaining a grant from the 
Fund for the development of veterinary research 
and having met with a favourable reception, he 
brought the matter to the notice of the Council 
of the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
with a view to getting their sanction or 
approval of the desirability of a grant for this 
purpose. The Council passed a resolution in 
favour and appointed a sub-committee to deal 
with this matter in conjunction with Senator 
Parkinson. 

“Tt is understood that the whole question of 
research will be considered by a Commission 
appointed by the Government for the purpose, 


and the claim for a grant for veterinary research 
will be dealt with by it.” 

On the Hon. Secretary’s report being dis- 
cussed, Mr. Murpuy remarked that there was 
no mention in the report of the transfer of the 
Veterinary College to the National University, 
and asked if anything further had been done in 
the matter. Professor Craic replied in the 
negative. 

On the motion of Mr. O’Dea, seconded by Mr. 
DONNELLY, the report of the Hon, Secretary for 
the year 1933 was approved and adopted. 

Hon. Treasurer’s Report.—The financial report 
and (audited) statement of accounts for 1933 
were presented by the Hon. Treasurer (Pro- 
fessor T. G. Browne) and revealed a satis- 
factory financial position. 

After some discussion and explanatory 
remarks the report was approved and adopted 
on the motion of Professor Craic, seconded by 
Mr. Mvutcany (outgoing President). 

Arising out of the report, Professor BROWNE 
referred to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, and announced the sum received by the 
Fund from the veterinary profession in Ireland 
and the expenditure from the Fund to deserving 
relatives of deceased veterinary surgeons in this 
country. As the expenditure was greatly in 
excess of the income it was decided to cir- 
cularise again the veterinary profession in the 
Irish Free State, appealing for further support 
to the Fund. 

On the motion of Professor Browne it was 
unanimously agreed to invest £100 in National 
Loan in the names of Mr. Norris and Mr. Doyle. 

On the motion of Mr. O'Leary it was decided 
that Mr. O’Dea be asked to assist Professor 
Browne in inducing members in arrears to pay 
their subscriptions. Mr. O’Dea agreed to do so. 


REPORT OF COUNCIL 


The following report of Council was read :— 

A meeting of the Council of the Veterinary 
Medical Association of Ireland was held in the 
Veterinary College, Dublin, on Monday, January 
8th, 1934. 

The following business was transacted :— 

1. The Richard Martin Society.—It was decided 
to call a meeting of the I.D.C.A.P. at an early date, 
and at that meeting offer to assist the Richard 
Martin Society in establishing rural dispensaries 
in certain areas by asking local veterinary sur- 
geons to co-operate with the Socieiy for the free 
treatment of animals of the poor. This decision 
is in accordance with the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland circular issued on Decem- 
ber 1st, 1931, at the instigation of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, who advised this 
course so that free treatment ‘for poor persons’ 
animals may be provided and the performance 
of this work by lay people prevented. 

. Fees for Veterinary Surgeons at Greyhound 
Rac ing Tracks.—It was decided to defer, until 
some future occasion, the question of recom- 
mending fixed fees for veterinary surgeons at 
greyhound racing tracks, the Council being of 
the opinion that they had_ not sufficient data to 
enable them to explore fully the position. 
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3. Veterinary Research.—lt was decided to call 
a meeting of the Committee appointed to con- 
sider this question and that Senator Parkinson 
be invited to attend so that ways and means of 
promoting efforts to obtain a grant from the 
Hospitals Sweep Fund might be discussed. 

4. Revival of Annual Dinner.—It was decided 
to hold an Annual Dinner to which members of 
the Government and other important personages 
would be invited, provided that An Dail would 
not be in session before February 10th. As it 
was learned later that Dail Eireann would resume 
on January 3ist, it was decided not to proceed 
with the arrangements. 

5. Transfer of. Bank Account.—It was recom- 
mended, on the advice of the Hon. Treasurer, that 
the current account of the Association be kept in 
future in the Ballsbridge Branch of the Bank of 
Ireland, as this makes for greater convenience. 

Date of Annual General Meeting.—It was 
decided to leave the date of the Annual General 
Meeting to be fixed by the Hon. Secretary, pro- 
vided that it should not be held on a Thursday. 

7. Nomination of officers for 1934.—Nomina- 
tions were made for Officers and Council mem- 
bers of the Association for the year 1934, and it 
was decided to issue a voting paper to each mem- 
ber to decide the election. 

On the motion of Mr. DONNELLY, seconded by 
Mr. MAGEE, the report of Council was approved 


and adopted. 


Election of Officers for 1934 


The following officers were elected for the 
year 1934 :— 

President.—F,, J. Daly. 

Vice-Presidents——S. O’Donovan and A. F. 
O’Dea. 

Hon. Treasurer.—Professor T. G. Browne. 

Hon. Secretary.—Professor J. J. O’Connor. 

Members of Council—J. M. Murphy, P. A. 
Rogan, J. D. Whitty, J. J. Dundon and J. J. 
Condon. . 

Induction of President——The CHAIRMAN having 
declared the election of the above-mentioned 
officers, said he would have great pleasure in 
inducting the new President, Mr. Fred. Daly. 

He congratulated the Association on their 
choice, for he knew that Mr, Daly took a keen 
interest in the welfare and advancement of the 
profession, and he was sure that the latter would 
fill the chair more worthily than he had done. 

Before vacating the chair Mr. Mulcahy 
thanked the officers and members of the Associa- 
tion for the support he received from them 


during his term of office, and apologised to them 


for his shortcomings. 
Mr. Daly then took the chair amidst applause. 


President’s Address 


On taking the chair, Mr. Daty adressed the 
meeting in the following terms :— 

My first duty must be to thank you all for the 
honour, and I consider it a great honour, you 
have done me by electing me to your Presidential 
Chair for the coming year. 

1 feel it a position of very considerable 
responsibility. It is one which we all look for- 
ward to filling some day, but in my case it is one 





which, when it came to the question of having 
to undertake the responsibility and of having to 
address meetings, I shoild have hesitated to 
accept ; indeed, I am sure that had I been asked 
beforehand to allow my name to go forward I 
would have said “ leave it till next year!” How- 
ever, now that the deed is done, you can rely on 
me to do my very best to carry out the duties of 
the position in the best interests of the profes- 
sion. This I can only hope to do with the help 
and guidance of our very able honorary Secre- 
tary, from whom I know I will get every help. I 
must also depend on the help of our honorary 
Treasurer to keep the finance right and last, but 
by no means unimportant, the support of the 
members in carrying out the duties of Presi- 
dent for the coming twelve months, 

I am a great believer in these meetings, and 
I always enjoy them, but because of calls 
coming in at awkward times I have not been 
able to attend as many meetings as I would have 
liked to do. We meet our brother practitioners 
at these meetings and learn a good deal and 
return home feeling that a profitable evening 
has been spent. To my mind, a friendly feeling 
between practitioners influences public opinion 
in our favour far more than may be imagined. 

It is usual in an address of this kind to say a 
few words on current topics concerning the pro- 
fession or on subjects that are of more or less 
general interest to it. First of all let us look 
at the position of the profession in this country 
at the present time. On the one hand we have 
an outlook for one section which is anything but 
bright, and on the other hand the position, so 
far as increased openings for members of our 
profession are concerned, has improved during 
the past few years. I have in mind here public 
appointments in general,and in particular, whole- 
time appointments. Unfortunately the remunera- 
tion for these appointments is far from satis- 
factory in some cases. But this unsatisfactory 
state of affairs, so far as remuneration and also 
of conditions is concerned, is in no way due to 
lack of effort on the part of this Association 
towards improvement, and I may add that these 
very efforts made by the Association go to show 
how necessary it is to keep the Association a 
live one and for every qualified man in the Free 
State to join it and regularly attend the 
meetings. : 

When I refer to the section of the profession 
for which the outlook is anything but bright 
I have in mind the general practitioner. This 
section is certainly passing through very hard 
times, and that part concerned with agriculture 
and stock breeding is perhaps most seriously 
affected. 

Agriculture being at a very low ebb, the value 
of live stock being reduced by half, and his out- 
goings on the increase, it is impossible for the 
farmer or breeder to call us in except on the 
very minimum number of occasions, and when he 
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does call one of us in it is generally too late 
because he has waited until the very last 
moment, knowing the difficulty of finding our 
fee. Another serious loss to many of our prac- 
titioners is the fact that many of our most valu- 
able thoroughbred sires have been taken out of 
the country owing to tariffs on foals and year- 
lings entering Britain, and also owing to the 
recent concession obtained by stallion owners in 
Britain in regard to income tax in that country. 
This has entailed the closing down of some of the 
large stud farms, with consequent loss to the 
veterinary surgeons attending them. Add to 
this the increased cost of travelling in the way of 
increased insurance, increased cost of motor- 
cars, tyres and petrol, and it will be wondered 
at that the general practitioner is able to make 
ends meet at all. 

On the other hand, the number of posts for 
whole-time men has increased during the past 
couple of years, owing to the fact that all meat 
for export must be examined and stamped by a 
veterinary surgeon before shipment. 

One whole-time veterinary supervising oflicer 
has been appointed for County Dublin during 
the past year. This appointment is, I believe, 
a good one so far as our profession is concerned, 
and I consider that it would be a benefit to the 
public as well as to the profession if the same 
were done in every county in the Free State. It 
would be of benefit to us generally, provided 
that one whole-time veterinary officer only was 
appointed for each county, and that the local 
practitioner carried out the work of the various 
Orders under his supervision. On the other 
hand, there is danger to the local practitioner 
that assistant whole-time men might be 
appointed to carry out all this work as is done 
in some parts of Britain, and that the practi- 
tioner will be relieved of all public work. I 
am of the opinion that a complete whole-time 
staff is not the best type of staff to carry out 
this work in rural areas, because the members 
of it would be, to some extent, out of touch with 
the difficulties of the farmer and country dairy- 
man, and it is a well-known fact that much 
better results can be got with this type’ of 
countryman by leading him part of the way and 
driving him the remainder than can be got by 
driving him all the way. Again, if all this work 
were carried out by a whole-time staff if would 
mean that the private practice in many country 
districts would not support a veterinary sur- 
geon, and these districts would be left without 
a veterinary surgeon’s aid. I am quite satisfied 
that a whole-time staff is essential in large 
cities. but the conditions in cities differ in many 
respects from conditions in country districts. 
I do believe that the scheme of veterinary ser- 
vice in operation in County Dublin during the 
past few months, when it is in full working 
order, will prove to be the most satisfactory type 
of scheme of veterinary service for country dis- 
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tricts from the point of view of public health and 
of the veterinary profession. 

I gather from a letter which I read in one of 
the daily papers recently that the Government 
contemplates compelling manufacturers of 
patent cattle medicines to discontinue adver- 
tising their wares. 1 am of the opinion that 
this would be a very good thing both for the 
stockowner and the veterinary practitioner. It 
would be amusing, if it were not so serious, 
to read the claims put forward by the manu- 
facturers of some of these patent medicines as to 
the curative and preventive value of their con- 
coctions. These claims can often cause con- 
siderable loss to the owner, as, for instance, 
when a manufacturer claims that the continued 
giving every four hours of a draught of a cer- 
tain preparation will cure a cow suffering from 
milk fever, which, needless to say, it will not 
do, and by the time the owner finds this out and 
calls in his veterinary surgeon the cow is either 
dead or past the stage when professional assist- 
ance would be of help to her. 

I give this as one instance only, although 
there are many others, of the harm that can be 
done by such advertisements of these patent 
medicines. 

Another matter about which I would like to 
say a few words is the compelling of veterinary 
students to see practice with a general practi- 
tioner during the college course. This is pro- 
vided for in the five-year-course which came into 
force recently, and I hope that the Royal College 
will see that the rule is properly enforced. It 
is my experience of final year students and some 
newly-qualified men that they have either a very 
poor knowledge, or none at all, of how to go 
about the ordinary every-day work that a 
private practitioner has to carry out. They can 
tell you what should be done as far as the 
important items of treatment are concerned, 
such as one will find in a text-book on the sub- 
ject, but tell them to put this knowledge to 
practical use on a given case and they are com- 
pletely at sea. I do not blame the colleges for 
this lack of practical knowledge in students 
because a student could never be taught this 
aspect of his work in a college. No college has 
the facilities for such teaching, and the only way 
to learn is to see practice with a general 
practitioner who is willing, first of all, to show 
the student how the work should be done on the 
farm and, most imporiant, to make the student 
do the work himself under the supervision of the 
practitioner. 

It is difficult to see how such men can con- 
sider themselves fully qualified when they 
receive their diploma, whereas they are only 
then going to learn the practical side of their 
profession, and often at the expense of the 
veterinary surgeon who employs them as 
assistants or locum tenens. 

Finally, may I ask all veterinary surgeons in 
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the Free State to join the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland, and thus make it a 
stronger body which will carry plenty of weight 
when making claim for the betterment of the 
profession in general. 

1 thank you for the patient hearing you have 
given me, and I can only once more express my 
sincere appreciation of the privilege of occupy- 
ing your Presidential Chair. 

Election of New Member.—Mr. M. T. G. 
Byrne, M.R.c.v.s., Model Farm, Athy, was 
unanimously elected a member of the Association 
on the motion of Mr, O’LEARy, seconded by 
Professor J. J. O°CONNOR. 

Votes of Thanks for Outgoing Officers.— 
The CHAIRMAN proposed a vote of thanks to the 
outgoing President (Mr. Mulcahy). The Hon, 
SECRETARY in seconding the motion, spoke of the 
interest displayed by Mr. Mulcahy in the affairs 
of the Association by coming such a long distance 
to attend not only general meetings, but 
Council and Committee meetings as well. 

Mr. Muccany, replying, said he regretted he 
was unable to be present at all the meetings of 
the Association during his year of office. He 
lived a long distance from Dublin, and he had 
found it impossible to get away in time to attend 
some of the meetings. He appealed to those 
members of the profession who had not yet 
joined the Association to do so at onee, and said 
that they should be all loyal to the Association 
and to one another. When the Association 
agreed upon a line of action its members should 
abide by it, otherwise they would make no pro- 
gress in promoting their common interests, 

Professor Craic proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Hon. Secretary, Professor J.J.O’Connor, and 
to the Hon. Treasurer, Professor T. G. Browne. 
He spoke in eulogistic terms of their services to 
the Association. Mr. MaGee seconded the 
motion, which was passed with acclamation. 
Professor O’Connor and Professor Browne suit- 
ably replied. 

The Slaughter of Animals Bill, 1933.—Mr. 
P. F. Dovan referred to the disability of the 
veterinary surgeon under the terms of this Bill, 
and it was decided that the Council should deal 
with the matter. 

Civil Service (Brennan) Commission of Inquiry. 
—Mr. E. W. Littce referred to the evidence 


which had been given before this Commission . 


relative to the Veterinary Officers in the Civil 
Service, which evidence he alleged was mis- 
leading and adverse to their interests, and which 
he maintained could be easily refuted. 


It was decided that the Council of the 


V.M.A.I, co-operate with the Veterinary Officers’ 
Association with a view to procuring the attend- 
ance of witnesses to give evidence on behalf of 
the veterinary officers before the Commission, 
Mr. Little undertaking to provide a copy of the 
evidence already given regarding these officers. 
J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Secretary. 
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In Parliament 

The following questions and answers have been 

recorded in the House of Commons recently :— 
MILK SuppLiEs (SCHOOLS) 

Sir FRANCIS FREMANTLE asked the Minister of 
Agriculiure whether, before approving any pro- 
posals submitted by the Milk Marketing Boards for 
providing milk to schools at reduced rates, the 
Government will satisfy themselves that such milk 
will be free from the risk of tuberculosis or other 
infections? 

Mr. Exuior: | understand that under preseni 
voluntary schemes the source of milk supplied 
to schools has to be approved either by the schoo} 
medical officer or by the local medical officer 
of health. I have no doubt that the Milk Marketing 
Boards will take note of existing procedure in 
framing the proposals which they will be sub- 
mitting for approval, and I will certainly bear the 
point in mind myself. 

Captain WATERHOUSE: Is it not a fact that the 
quantity of milk containing tubercle is infinitesi- 
mal and that questions such as this do a great deal 
of harm to the milk industry? 

Mr. EL_itiot: Hon. Members must judge that for 
themselves. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Sir F. FREMANTLE (for Sir ARNOLD WILSON) 
asked the Minister of Health whether his attention 
has been drawn to a Report on Causal Factors in 
Tuberculosis, published by the National Associa- 
tion for the Prevention of Tuberculosis; and 
whether his expert advisers confirm the view that 
the incidence of tuberculosis varies with the con- 
sumption of raw milk, a shortage of which more 
than of any other foodstuff is a predisposing cause 
of tuberculosis? 

Mr. SHAKESPEARE: The answer to the first part 
of the question is in the affirmative. As regards 
the second pari, the causal factors in tuberculosis 
are numerous and complex, including under- 
nourishment, but my right hon. Friend is advised 
that the nutritive value obtained by the consump- 
tion of raw milk might be accompanied by some 
increase in the risk of infeciion by bovine 
tubercle bacilli unless suitable precautions are 
taken to ensure the safety of the milk. 


TUBERCULOSIS (BOVINE GERM) 

Mr. Groves asked the Minister of Health 
whether proof had ever been forthcoming that the 
cases of tuberculosis in which the bovine germ 
has been found were caused by that germ; and, 
is so, where such proof ean be found? 

Sir H. Youna: I am advised that the answer to 
the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The scientific proof will be found in the Second 


Interim Report of the Royal Commission on 
Tuberculosis (Human and_ Bovine). Part I 
(Report), 1907 [Cd. 3322). ° 


REMOUNTS 

Mr. HAuL-CAINE asked the Financial Secretary 
to the War Office what is the approximate 
number of remounts at present maintained by the 
British Army; and what proportion of these were 
bred elsewhere than in Great’ Britain and 
Northern Ireland? 

Mr. Cooper: As regards the first part of the 
question, I would refer my hon. Friend to the 
information given on page 15 of Army Estimates 
for the current year. I regret that the informa- 
tion asked for in the last part of the question 
is not available. 
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Mr. HALL-CAINE asked the Financial Secretary 
to the War Office, what steps are taken by his 
Department to ascertain whether it would be pos- 
sible to obtain the entire supply of Army re- 
mounts within Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland; and whether any changes have been 
made in this respect during the past two years 
with a view to ensuring that the maximum pro- 
portion of British horses is obtained for this pur- 
pose? 

Mr. Cooper: The policy of the Department is 
based on experience. We endeavour to en- 
courage the farmer breeder both in Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, but we keep in touch with 
the Irish Free State, which provides a valuable 
auxiliary market. The only recent change in the 
position is a decision to re-introduce a ~Govern- 
ment subsidy in aid of light horse breeding. 

HorSsE TRAFFIC 

Mr. Lovat-FRASER asked the Minister of Trans- 
port whether, in view of the increased demand 
for heavy draught horses as being more 
economical than motors, and in order to en- 
courage farmers to invest money in the breeding 
of horses and so to protect an industry on which 
thousands are dependent, he will oppose attempts 
to hamper or restrict the use of horses on public 
roads? 

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT (Mr. Oliver 
Stanley): If proposals for restricting the use of 
horses on public roads came before me, I should 
take all circumstances relevant to the particular 
case into account, but I cannot make any general 
declaration of policy in such a matter. 

NATIONAL Stup AND FARM 

Mr. Turton asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether, in view of the fact that the working of 
the national stud and farm at Tully, County Kil- 
dare, during the year 1932, resulted in a net loss 
of ¢€15,278, and that the fees earned by stud 
stallions dropped from £5,745 in 1930 to £47 in 
1932, he will consider the desirability of trans- 
ferring the farm to England? 

Mr. Exvuior: After full examination, I am satis- 
fied that the suggestion made by my hon. Friend 
is noi practicable under existing circumstances. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER-GRAY: Are we to understand 
that there has been a boycott of the stallions at 
this stud? 

Mr. Exvuror: I am afraid I could not answer 
that question without notice. 

Mr. CHARLES WILLIAMS: How big has the loss 
to be before the stud is transferred? 

Mr. Exuior: It is not a question of how ‘big 
the loss, but of how big the improvement w ould 
be in the situation if we removed it somewhere 
else. 

Ropeo (Wutre City) 

Sir Ropert Gower asked the Home Secretary 
wheiher he has any further statement to make 
regarding the letter sent to him by the hon. 
Member for Gillingham (Sir R. Gower) calling 
his attention to the fact that it is proposed to 
hold at the White City, London, a world contest 
rodeo, and pointing out that in connection with 
this contest rodeo a large number of horses and 
steers will be employed, and requesting that, 
having regard to the fact that such exhibitions 
offend the public sense of decency, he will take 
the necessary steps to prevent this contest rodeo 
being held? 

Mr. HaAckinGc: My’ right hon. Friend has no 
power to prohibit the holding of a performanee 
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of this description. As my hon. Friend is no 
doubt aware, in the event of cruelty occurring in 
the course of the performance or of the training 
of the animals for the performance proceedings 
can be taken under the Protection of Animals Act, 

1911, or the Performing Animals (Regulation) Act. 
1925, but there is no power under these statutes 
to take any action in advance. I understand, 
however, that a large number of the persons whom 
it is proposed to employ for the purpose of this 
performance may be aliens, and the question 
whether they should be allowed to enter this 
country would, therefore, fall to be dealt with 
under the provisions of the Aliens Order. My 
right hon. Friend has been in consultation with 
the Minister of Labour on this aspect of the 
matter, and the conclusion has been reached that 
it would not be a proper exercise of the statutory 
powers under the Aliens Order to exclude persons 
from this country merely because the object of 
their visit is to take part in a performance of 
this kind. If, however, any sufficient reason 
should arise during the presence of alien partici- 
pants in the rodeo, my right hon. Friend would 
be free to require the promoters to remove the 
aliens either wholly or individually from the 
country, and he would not hesitate to take such 
action if in his opinion it should become neces- 
sary. 








Notes and News 


[he Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 
March 26th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4.30 p.m. 
March 28th.—Annual General Meeting of the 


Southern Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at the Royal Veterinary 
College. 


April 1st.—Annual Fees payable to R.C.V.S. 

April 4th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April 5th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
7 p.m.—Annual Dinner at Mayfair 
Hotel, Berkeley Square. 

April 6th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Couneil 
Meetings. 

April %th—Meeting of the Organising Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.LA., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1., at 
2 p.m. 

April 10th.—N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings at 
2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, 
W.C.1.:) Appointments, 10° a.m.; 
Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health, 11 a.m.; Parliamentary, 
11.45 a.m. 
N.V.M.A. Couneil: Meeting at 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1., 2.30 p.in, 

May 10th.—Last day for nominations, R.C.V.S. 
Council Election. 

May 24th.—Voting papers issued, R.C.V.S. 
Council Election. 
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May 3ist.—R.C.V.S. Council Election, voting 
papers to be returned. 

June 7th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 

July 30th-Aug. 3rd, 1934.—National Veterinary 
Medical Association Congress, 
Edinburgh. 

Aug. 13th-18th, 1934.—Twelfth International 
Veterinary Congress, New York. 


1 ae oe 
ANNUAL DINNER, R.CLV.S 
Readers are reminded that tickets for the 
Annual Dinner of the College at May Fair Hotel 
on Thursday, April 5th, should be applied for 
without delay. The price is 12s. 6d. each, in- 
clusive of gratuities. A number of guests 
eminent in Medicine, Law, Science and Art will 
be present, and the Dinner Committee hopes 
that there will be a large attendance of Mem- 
bers in support of the President, Professor 
Gaiger. It is anticipated that the speeches will 
refer to matters of great importance for the 
College, and the musical entertainment pro- 
mises to be first-class. 
It would help the Secretary of the College 
if applications for tickets were sent to him as 
soon as possible, 


3 * 


PERSONAL 

Dr. von Ostertag’s Septuagenary.—In common 
with many of our readers, we have a vivid recol- 
lection of the enthusiastic scene at the Inter- 
naiional Veterinary Congress held in London in 
1930, when, at the call of Dr. Leclainche, pre- 
siding over the appropriate Section, the whole 
assembly rose and saluted Dr. von Ostertag as 
“the pioneer of Veterinary State Medicine.” The 
sentiments of admiration and affection then dis- 
played will be redemojnstrated, as we rejoice to 
do in this issue, in many parts of the world to-day, 
upon which Herr Ministerialdirector a. D. Pro- 
fessor von Ostertag celebrates his seventieth 
birthday. Aniong the many tributes he will now 
be receiving at his home in Tiibingen, Germany, 
whither he retired last year from Stuitgart, where 
he was in charge of the Veterinary Services, Dr. 
von QOstertag will number one from the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, of which he is an 
Honorary Associate. 


_ Retirement.—Mr. A. M. Trotter, M.R.C.v.s., veler- 
inary surgeon to the Glasgow Corporation, has 
intimated his intention, under the superannuation 
scheme, to retire on August 24th next. The 


Markets Committee and the Health Committee 





have appointed sub-committees to confer and° 


report as to the appointment of a successor to 
Mr. Trotter. 


VETERINARY INSPECTION IN DENBIGHSHIRE 

At a recent meeting the Ruthin Town Council 
agreed, on financial grounds, to recommend to 
the Denbighshire County Council deferment of 
the appointment of a Chief Veterinary Officer for 
the County, recommended by a conference of 
representatives of the local authorities’ in 
Denbighshire called to investigate the best 
methods of securing more effective administra- 
tion of the provisions of ithe Milk and Dairies Acts 
and the Tuberculosis Order of 1925. The detailed 
recommendations of the conferénce were as 
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follows: (a) that the sanitary authorities within 
the county should ascertain the number of milk 
producers in their areas, and make arrangements 
for the laiter’s premises to be inspected during 
a given period; (b) that the sanitary authorities 
take a definite percentage of samples of milk 
‘ach year, the results of such examinations to be 
communicated to the County Medical Officer; (c) 
in the event of any samples being unsatisfactory, 
the County Medical Officerarrange for an examina- 
iion of the herd by a veterinary officer, and report 
to the sanitary authority concerned; (d) that the 
County Council be recommended to appoint a 
whole-time veterinary officer, who would have, 
until further arrangements were made, the assist- 
ance of the existing inspectors; (e) that after the 
expiration of twelve morths consideration be 
given the question of appointing additional 
whole-time veterinary officers, and (f) that terms 
be invited from duly qualified persons for 
analysing samples of milk submitted for examina- 
tion by the county Council and _= sanitary 
authorities. 
bs * *k se os 
MEAT INSPECTION AND THE VETERINARY 
SURGEON 

We reproduce below a letter from the pen of 
Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon, T.p., M.R.C.v.S., Chief 
Veterinary Officer, Health Department, Leeds, 
which appeared in the issue of ihe Municipal 
Engineering and Sanitary Record dated March 
15th, 1934, in reply to certain criticisms which 
appeared in that journal of the circular letter 
recently issued to local authoriiies by the 
N.V.M.A. with regard to the appointment of veter- 
inary surgeons as meat inspectors. ; 

The text of Colonel Dixon’s letter is as 
follows :— 

“Under the heading ‘ Public Health Depart- 
ment’ and sub-heading ‘None Other Expert on 
Meat,’ in a recent issue of the Municipal 
Engineering and Sanitary Record, a writer would 
appear to ask for enlightenment as to why the 
veterinary surgeon should claim to be eniitled to 
regard himself as the expert on meat, and [ 
should like to explain in this connection that, 
inasmuch as the flesh and organs of animals 
constitute the mosi important part of the food 
supply of the public in this country, the veter- 
inary surgeon claims to be the most expert meat 
inspector because he is ihe only person in ques- 
tion who can claim to have been trained in the 
pathology and bacteriology of animal diseases. 
The veterinary surgeon never has claimed to be 
the authority as to the suitability of any food 
for man, but as regards butchers’ products in 
England and Wales, that question has been settled 
by the Ministry of Health, who, in Memorandum 
62/Foods, has laid down detailed instructions 
regarding the inspection and judgment of the 
carcasses of cattle and pigs affected with tuber- 
culosis, and, in addition, has laid down 33 other 
pathological conditions which should be regarded 
as suflicient reason for total condemnations, and 
it is claimed that the only person who by his 
professional training is competent to apply com- 
pletely and satisfactorily the provisions of the 
circular Memorandum mentioned, is the veter- 
inary surgeon or some person who has been 
specially trained for that purpose by a competent 
veterinary surgeon. - 

“ As regards the production of milk, his position 
as an expert regarding the health of cattle is 
unassailable. and it cannot be denied that his 
general training in bacteriology renders the 
veterinary surgeon at least as capable of under- 
taking the inspection of fish and other articles of 
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food as either the medical officer of health or the 
sanitary inspector. If the writer of the article in 
question will consider for a litthke while he will 
be forced to the conclusion that whatever know- 
ledge of meat inspection is possessed by medical 
officers of health and sanitary inspectors it has 
been obtained from veterinary sources. 

“ The present writer claims that no one in the 
country has had more experience of the teaching 
of ‘the inspection of meat and other foods’ and 
of the examination in that subject held by the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, and states without 
reservation that without the participation of 
veterinary surgeons in the teaching of food in- 
spection, and in the Royal Sanitary Institute’s 
examination, that examination and the ceriificate 
granted to successful candidates would be value- 
less. 

“It is not claimed that every general veterinary 
practitioner is ipso facto thoroughly experienced 
in administration any more than it can be 
claimed that every general medical practitioner 
is capable of undertaking the duties of a medical 
officer of health, but just as the medical profes- 
sion has evolved a special branch of public health, 
so has the veterinary profession, and the mem- 
bers of the public health branch of the veter- 
inary profession unreservedly claim that they are 
the most expert persons with regard to meat 
inspection, whilst every qualified veterinary sur- 
geon has received in his professional education 
the necessary training in animal pathology and 
bacteriology to fit him to act as expert meat in- 
spector, whilst neither the medical officer of 
health nor the sanitary inspector can substantiate 
a similar claim.” 

* H * ok 


LICENSING OF BULLS: MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE REGULATIONS 


The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries has 
made regulations which will govern the pro- 
cedure under the Improvement of Livestock 
(Licensing of Bulls) Act, 1931, when the Act 
comes into force in England and Wales on 
August Ist, 1934. 

The Act provides that no bull which attains 
the prescribed age on or after the appointed day 
shall be kept without a licence or permit, and 
the age prescribed in the regulations is ten 
months. A bull which attains the age of ten 
months on or before August 1sf, 1934, may not, 
therefore, be kept after it reaches that age unless 
a licence or permit has been obtained for it. 
Every bull born on or after October Ist, 1933, 
will thus come under the terms of the Act,, but 
the Act will not apply to bulls born before 
October Ist, 1933, as these bulls will be over ten 
months old cn August Ist, 1934. 

The regulations provide that the application 
for a licence shall be made not later than 28 days 
before a bull attains the prescribed age, that is 
an application for a licence will have to be made 
when a bull reaches the age of nine months. An 
application for a licence must be made on the 
prescribed form and a fee of 5s. will be payable 
in respect of each bull. Forms of application 
will be obtainable, on and after July 1st, 1934, 
from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
10, Whitehall Place, S.W.1, or 17, Eastgate, 
Aberystwyth. 

Every bull in respect of which an application 
for a licence is made will be inspected by an 
officer of the Ministry. Inspeciion will normally 
take place on the premises of the bull owner, and 
under the regulations bull owners will be required 
to provide all reasonable facilities and assistance 
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for the inspection and marking of their bulls. A 
bull which is passed for licence will be tattooed 
in the right ear with a crown and identifying 
letters and numbers, and a bull which is rejected 
for licence will be tattooed in the left ear with 
ihe letter “ R.” ; 

GROUNDS OF REFUSAL 

A licence will not be granted in respect of a 
bull which appears to be:— 

(a) of defective or inferior conformation and 
likely to beget defective or inferior 
progeny; or 

(b) permanently affected with any con- 
tagious or infectious disease; or 

(c) permanently affecied with any other 
disease rendering the bull unsuitable 
for breeding purposes, 

If a bull appears to be temporarily affected by 
a disease or defect rendering it unsuitable for 
breeding purposes a notice of suspension will 
be issued with the licence prohibiting the use 
of the bull for breeding purposes for a specified 
period. In accordance wiih the powers given 
to him in the Act, the Minister will require the 
slaughter or castration of any bull for which 
a licence is refused, unless a permit is granted 
to keep the bull for a_ limited period for 
fattening purposes. 

The owner of a bull in respect of which a 
licence is refused or suspended may appeal 
against the Ministry’s decision within 14 days 
from the date of the refusal or notice of suspen- 
sion. When an appeal is lodged the bull will be 
inspected by one or more members of a panel 
of referees. The panel of referees will be con- 
stituted by the Minister, as provided by the Act, 
on the recommendation of such agricultural 
associations and cattle-breeding societies as the 
Minister may consider it expedient to consuli. 
The fee payable in respect of an appeal against 
the refusal or suspension of a licence will be 
two guineas, and this fee will be returned to the 
bull owner if the appeal is successful. 

The Ministry proposes to issue a booklei in 
which the procedure regarding the licensing of 
bulls will be set out in detail. 

The regulations, which are issued as Statutory 
Rules and Orders, 1934, No. 239, may be 
obtained, price 3d., from His Majesty’s Stationery 
Office ait Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 

% ao ae ok ok 


THE SCOTTISH S.P.C.A. 


Captain Fergus MacCunn, Chief Secretary 
R.S.P.C.A., was the principal speaker at the 
annual meeting of the General Council of the 
Scottish S.P.C.A., on February 12th, and in the 
afternoon, at the annual general meeting of sub- 
scribers of that Society. The meetings were held 
at the North British Station Hotel, Edinburgh. 

Mr. Thomas Mackintosh, Chairman of the first 
meeting, in introducing Captain MacCunn, con- 
gratulated him on his recent appointment as 
Chief Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A. 

Captain MacCunn spoke on “The Work of 
S.P.C.A. Branches,” and the meeting then being 
open to discussion, Lady Stormonth Darling 
raised the question of animal clinics for sick 
animals. Captain MacCunn replied that his 
Society maintained ten centralised or permanent 
dispensaries in London and 32 in the branches, 
while in rural areas there was also a decentralised 
scheme on the “hospital letter” basis. Only 
qualified veterinary surgeons were permitted to 
deal with the animals, and certain negotiations 
had just been completed with the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, 

















EE ——— 














me, 


March 24, 1934. 


THE VETERINARY 








AMERICAN HORSE SHOW 


Reuter’s Agency reports that Great Britain, 
Canada, and the Irish Free Staie are among the 
countries who have been invited to send teams 
of officers to compete in the international military 
events at the National Horse Show at Madison 
Square Garden next November. The o.her coun- 
tries invited are France, Hungary, Italy, Poland, 
and Sweden. 

* * eo * 
PSITTACOSIS OUTBREAK IN LEIPZIG 

Reuter reports that two people have died in 
Leipzig from psittacosis. Twelve others are ill. 
The city health authorities have issued a warning 
against keeping parrots and similar birds. 
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Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents. 
* * * * * 


JOHNE’S DISEASE 
To THE Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I was a little surprised to see from Major 
Pugh’s letter in the Record of the 17th instant 
that he regrets having offended me at the dis- 
cussion on sewage, as reported in your journal 
of February 10th. I would like to assure Major 
Pugh that I was not in the least degree offended 
and, on reading the report again, I cannot under- 
stand why he should have thought so. It would 
be a great pity if one could not ‘discuss technical 
matters at professional meetings without fear of 
interfering with personal relationships. 

I am sorry he thinks that I was unfair to him 
in my criticisms of his contribution to the dis- 
cussion. It was unfortunate that, owing to 
pressure of work, Major Pugh had been unable 
to write down his opening of the discussion and 
that, as a consequence, he omitted reference io 
a number of matters which, in my view, should 
have been included in giving a full resumé of 
the case under discussion. It was also unfor- 
tunate that Major Pugh had to leave the meeting 
‘arly and consequently was not present when | 
spoke. I feel sure that if he had been there he 
could not possibly have felt that there was any- 
thing personal. 

With reference to the question of recovery from 
Johne’s disease, I would point out that fhe old 
view, still widely held, that all cases of Johne’s 
disease must necessarily be progressive and fatal, 
dates back to the time when the only cases dik ag- 
nosed were those already in an advanced stag 


It must be accepted now as a proved fact, gl 


shown by the intradermal Johnin test, that there 
are many cases of the disease not exhibiting 
clinical symptoms, while others show only some 
loss of condition. While not asserting that these 
‘ases completely recover, in the sense that they 
may not still retain organisms in their intestines, 
there are numerous instances which with care 
in dietary undoubtedly improve to such an extent 
that no one could suspect that they had ever been 
affected. I do not hold out the same hope for 

‘ases in which the pronounced symptoms have 
been exhibited, although there is distinct evi- 
dence in a number of instances where such cases 
have improved to such an extent that they can 
no longer be regarded as clinical Johne’s disease. 
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RECORD. No. 12. 
In support of this, I will quote only one case, 
which was summarised by Dr, Minett in his paper 
on Johne’s disease read at the National meeting 
at Llandudno last year. The case is recorded 
in detail by Dr. W. A. Hagan in the Jour, Am. 
Vet. Med. Assoc., Vol. 80, page 463. The complete 
article is most instructive and convineing. Dr. 
Minett’s resumé of the report is as follows:— 

“In November, 192.0, three catile nine months 
old were drenched with minced intestine from a 
case of Johne’s disease, a test with avian tuber- 
culin seven months later indicating that they had 
become infected. The first and second animals 
died of Johne’s disease 13 and 25 months after 
infection, both having calved in the interval and 
the first symptoms in “both cases having appeared 
at about the time of calving. Shortly after 
calving the third animal also began to show symp- 
toms and soon became a well-marked case. It 
was supposed that she would die like the other 
two, but instead she began eating again and 
improved in condition until soon afterwards she 
was in apparently normal health. She was then 
served and in due time calved, but before calving 
she again showed sympioms. Prior to this time, 
Johne’s bacilli had been found on a number of 
occasions in smears of the rectal mucosa and she 
had also regularly reacted to avian tuberculin, 
as well as to the complement-fixation test. After 
the second calf she began to scour and wiihin 
three weeks was so weak that in the morning 
she was unable to rise without assistance, and it 
was thought that the end would come in a few 
days. Instead of this she began to pick at hay 
and put on flesh. At this time she weighed 
650 Ibs., whereas six months previously she had 
weighed 1,100 Ibs. Six months later her weight 
was more than 1,200 Ibs., and still rising. 

“pe. eo" in a private communication dated 
May 19th, 1933, has been kind enough to give me 
the latest information about this animal. He 
states that she is now in fat condition and show- 
ing absolutely no signs of the disease, but that 
owing to cystic ovaries she is sterile. For several 
years she has not reacted to allergic tests and 
monthly examinations of her faces by various 
concentraiion methods are negative, but her blood 
serum continues to fix complement. The inten- 
tion is to keep her for several years and when 
she is eventually slaughtered to make a very 
thorough post- mortem examination.” 

I trust that Major Pugh will realise that views 
must change from time to time owing to addi- 
tional observation and experiment: ition, and | 
should be sorry for him or anyone else to inter- 
pret any expression of such change as being in 
any way personal, * 

Yours faithfully, 
GEO. 
Royal Veterinary College, 
Great College Street, 
Camden Town, 
London, N.W.1. . 

March 19th, 1934. 

* a * te 


SO-CALLED “ SE WAGE POISONING ” AGAIN 
To THE Eprror or THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—In a letter in to-day’s issue of The Veler- 
inary Record, on some question concerning the 
recovery of animals from Johne’s disease, there 
is some mention of “‘ ————. a gastro-enterie con- 
dition alleged to be due to sewage contamination 
of drinking water.” Surely this allegation can 
be confirmed, or refuted, by the simple process 
of putting sewage purposely into drinking water, 
and watching its effects. Some of the animals 
experimented on could be fed on dried food, i.e., 
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stall-fed, and others could be kept on pasture 
known to be free from Johne’s disease and bovine 
parasites. 

Provided that healthy animals are used for the 
experiments, conclusive results should soon be 
obtained. 

Yours faithfully, 
THOMAS LISHMAN. 

23, Queen’s Gate Gardens, 


Mare h 1 7th, 1934. 


w ae 3K bd 
NAVICULAR DISEASE 
To THE Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—The debate on navicular disease at the 
meeting of the Central Society is very interest- 
ing, but except for the help given by X-ray much 
headway does not seem to have been made. I 
entirely agree with Mr. R. C. Irving’s comments 
on the subject and am pleased that he has had 
the temerity to criticise the Clydesdale’s fore foot. 
One gentleman accuses Mr. Irving of not selecting 
ihe right sort of Clydesdale, but the gelding work- 
ing on London streets is a very different type 
of animal from, say, the winner of the Cawdor 
Cup. The Scotchman owner of a Clyde stallion 
knows he is not breeding a heavy draught horse; 
he is only catering for the foreign buyer, the 
man who gives the long price for his_ horse. 
Siand beside a show ring in Scotland and watch 
the judging of the stallion classes, and the heavy 
draught classes. A Shire breeder will judge the 
latter correctly, but he will be terribly at sea if 
he attempts to put the stallions in their proper 
order. I have more than once seen, in a strong 
class of geldings, horses placed at the top show 
a good deal of Shire feather, and which, if shown 
in a Shire country, would do quite as well. The 
long, sloping pastern and big flat feet are cer- 
tainly more prone to disease, navicular and 
others. The majority of hunter dealers detest 
what they call the Clydesdale type of foot; they 
much n prefer the mule-shaped foot. 


Diseases of 


| agree with Mr. Irving that’ navicular 
is becoming rare in racing and hunting stock. 
[ am inclined to think the disappearance of the 
Hackney is one great reason, | always thought 
the Hackney the most useless horse bred, and 
more prone to lameness and disease. 

I have a client of over 30 years’ standing, a 
small farmer, who has got a name in the district 
for curing navicular. He makes a practice of 
buying horses condemned for navicular, and has 
many cures. His treatment is keeping the heels 
well cut down, repeated blistering of the coronei 
and turning out on wet bog land. 

Since knowing that man I rarely condemn a 
horse for this disease. I get many horses _in- 
curably lame in their feet; in fact, the fore feet 
of a hunter is almost the seat of all trouble, and 
as those horses mostly go to kennels for hound 
food, [ get the bones all boiled out and very rarely 
do they show disease. 

Yours faithfully, 
Wm. A. CAMPBELL. 
Boroughbridge, 
Yorks. 
March 17th, 1934. 








The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 
receipt of the following: — 

Communications from Mr. D. J. Anthony 
(Brierley Hill), Mr. F. Blakemore (Cambridge), 
Dr. D. M. Campbell (Chicago, U.S.A.), Major F. J. 
Dunning (Stellenbosch, South Africa), Dr. J. W. 
Edington (Sheffield), Dr. J. T. Edwards (Woking), 
Mr. R. E. Glover (Cambridge), Capiain J. Smith 
(Kenley) and Dr, W. R. Wooldridge (London). 

Reports of meetings of the Derbyshire, Southern 
Counties, and West of Scotland Divisions, 
N.V.M.A., from Messrs. W. J. Ironside, J. B. White 
and Alex Thomson, respective Hon. Secretaries. 
Report of the Annual General Meeting of The 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual 
Defence Society, from Mr. R. C. Locke, Hon. 
Secretary. 
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SUMMARY OF RETURNS 
Foot- | | 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic§ Sheep Swine 
Disease. | Mange. Scab. Fever. 
| Animals | Out- | 
, slaugh- | breaks | 
Out- Out- tered as | reported | Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks |Animals | breaks diseased || by the} Animals|} breaks _ breaks  slaugh- 
con- attacked. con- orex- || Local |attacked.|| con- con- tered. 
firmed. firmed. | posed to |Authori- firmed. firmed. 
| | infection. | ties. 
| No. |. No. No. | No. No. No. || No. No. | No. 
Period 16th to 28th Feb., 1934 23 23 — — 7 13 29 53 21 
Corresponding period in 
¢ eee eee eee 15 | 21 4 DOS 10 25 31 47 26 
1932 4 oe 16 «| Oo a eo 7 8 || 12 72 37 
aE ORR agers 4 6| (6 — | — | 5 6 | 15 42 26 
Total Ist January to 28th | | | | 
February, 1934 eee wee 85 $5 a | ~-- 55 89 249 | 291 | 143 
Corresponding period in | 
1933 ks pale see one ae | 94 40 4,052 50 96 146 || 141 | 42 
1932 ve eee eee || 78 | OI 1 67 49 86 89 | 352 | 134 
1931 ee ee oe a 2 255 36 64 || 115 || 209 | 85 














Note. —The figures for the current year are approximate a only. § Excluding outbreaks i in Army Horses. 








